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Christian Humiiity. 


6 HE heart is deceitful a- 

bove all things, and despe- 
rately wicked : whocan know it! 
Take heed that ye be not de- 
ceived,” was the exhortation of 
Christ. So great is the danger 
of hypocrisy and of deceiving 
ourselves that a large portion of 
the scriptures contain rules of 
trial concerning our own since- 
rity. These are numerous in 
the writings of the prophets, in 
the discourses of Christ narra- 
ted by the evangelists, and in the 
epistles written by inspiration of 
the Holy Spirit. There can be 
no doubt of divine grace to men 
whorepent. Our danger arises 
from imagining we are the sub- 
jects of acceptance with God, 
while we do not possess the 
Christian temper. The grace 
of God through Christ and the 
sufficiency of his expiation, are 
abundant encouragement for all 
men to seek life ; but, it is only 
from the exercise of a Christian 


disposition that we may hope 
Vou. II, NO. 8. 














ourselves to be personally ac- 
cepted. The promises of ac- 
ceptance with God are made to 
faith, repentance, submission, 
humility, and several other 
evangelical graces. Although 
God be gracious, many are des- 
titute of the evangelical virtues 
to which the promises of life are 
given. Inwelf examination, our 
work is to enquire whether we 
possess the temper to which for- 
giveness is promised, and not 
whether God be gracious ; the 
latter is true, while there may 
be no ground to think the for- 
mer. Among the graces to 
which forgiveness 1s promised, 
we find Christian humility to be 
one. Humility is essential toa 
holy temper. The angels of 
heaven, although they never sin- 
ned, are humble in the presence 


ofan infinite God. When the 
seraphim behold the Lord, 
sitting on a throne high and 


lifted up, and his train filling the 
temple of heaven and earth, they 
cover their faces with their 


wings, crying, Holy, holy, holy 
{m 
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is the Lord of hosts: the whole 
earth is full of his glory. Much 
more doth it become men, who 
have transgressed the law ol 


God to be humble in his pre- 
sence, and bow before him with 


deep abasement. Humility is a- 


low opinion of ourselves in com- 
parison with God, and the im- 
mensity of his works; together 
with a sense of the imperfection 
in all our duties. No man can 
be profitable to God as he that is 
wise may be profitable to him- 
self. All nations before him are 
as nothing. they are counted less 
than nothing and vanity. <A 
humble opinion of ourselves is so 
fit for creatures and so essential- 


ly connected with all other 


Christian graces, that a total 
want of this, is proof ofa state 
both unholy and unforgiven. 

_ As men are prone to be filled 
with pride, and forget their de- 
pendence, we ought frequently 
to meditate on. the following 
reasons for a humble temper. 


THE INFINITE MAsesty oF 
Gop. 


_ Accomparison.of his excellent 
glory with the finite nature of 
-creatures is sufficient to render 
‘angels and men self abased in. 
-his sight. In many things, we 
both learn and feel the truth by 
comparison with some superior 
standard, and when the glory of 
God is hidden, the weak mind 
dwells on itself, its own works, 
interests and desires until they 
become most important, in its 
own view. Folly is mistaken for 
wisdom, ignorance for know- 


ledge, weakness for strength, 


and a dangerous self-sufficiency 
grows up inthe heart. Those. 
who have been once humbled, 
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jon losing a view of the gq. 
preme majesty, backslide into g 
confidence in themselves and 
their own attainments, which 
would be impossibic, if their eves 
were stediastly fixed op the 
greatness of the Lord. Just ape 
prehensions of God's glorious 
majesty arethe most effectual 
means to reclaim and reproduce 
humility of spirit. & J haye 
heard of thee by the hearing of 
the ear, but now mine eye seeth 
thee. wherefore I abhor myself 
and repent in dust and ashes,” 
“ Wo, is me,” said the prophet, 
“for Iam undone, because lama 
man of unclean lips, for mine 
eyes have seen the Lord of 
hosts.” It was from a clear view 
of the unsearchable riches and 
vlory of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that Paul was astonished at the 
grace given to him, and descri- 
bed himself as being * less than 
the least of all saints.” A com- 
perison between God and his 
pecple discovers a difference, 
which, in their estimation, can 
neither be described nor justly 
apprehended. His greatness, 
by comparison, makes all crea- 
ted things appear small. In the 
light of his fulness and glory, 
both natural and moral, all finite 
attainments in understanding; 
‘wisdom and goodness vanish 
away; so that, those who see 
this glory, feel themselves tobe 
less than nothing and vanity. 
The notion of their own impor- 
tance is lost in amazement, that 
one so great and independent, 8 
glorious and holy, should pre- 
serve creatures, who, in them- 
selves, are so near to nothing 
compared with him, and who by 
reason of their sin deserve to be 
eternally rejected. 
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the greatness of God who is of- 
fended. they would exceedingly 
fear and tremble ; or if Chris- 
tians were more faithful to keep 
him in sight, their hearts would 
more often be humbled within 
them. 

The immensity of God’s works 
furnishes a reason for us to be 
humble before him. 

he works of God are great 
and marvellous. He reigns in 
an immense kingdom, and his 
subjects are a countless multi- 
tude. He hath created, possesses 
and governs many worlds, and 
many hosts of intelligent beings, 
some,of which, we know from 
his word, excel in glory far be- 
yond what we are able to con- 
ceive. When we look on nature, 
which is the house of his form- 
ing ; on its variety, fulness and 
extension, we are constrained to 
say, “ Great and marvellous are | 
thy works, thou king of saints !” 
Through ‘personal attachment, 
the sinful often lose a sense of 
the immensity of ‘intelligent 
created beings, and the value of 
their rights and happiness. In 
pride of heart, they think the 
Lord under a sort of obligation, 
to make all things subservient 
to their own wishes. This is! 
the fruit of a dishonest temper. 
Let the heart be made right ; 
let the spirit and benevolence of 
the gospel be reinstated in the 
soul, and the glory of God will 
be seen in the greatness and. 
value of his works, Thus the 
mind is prepared to view itself 
in comparison with the vast ‘in- 
telligent kingdom of God ; with 
the numbers of his family, the 
sacredness of their rights andthe 
value of their happiness. Being, 
ina measure, delivered from an 
ever-yalue of themselves, they 
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see the worth of others, and be- 
come humble from the sight of 
their own comparative smallness 
in the midst of God’s works. — 
On these principles, humility 
becomes those, who are greatest 
and most useful among men, 
for what are they compared with 
the whole kingdom of God ! Or 
what are their interests when 
opposed to the whole ! On re- 
turning from a’ survey of the 
works of God, to contemplate 
ourselves and feel our own Weak- 
ness, we may fitly say, What am 
Ta child of dust, that’ thou art 
mindful of me, that thou up- 
holdest me by the visitations of 
thy providence, and comfortest 
me by thy grace : 

Their own sinfulness is anoth- 
er reason for humility in Chris- 
tans, 

“Not a just man on earth 
doeth good and sitineth not.”— 
It is not the purpose of infinite 
wisdom wholly to cleanse any 
from their sins on this ‘side the 
grave andeternity. Many, who 
have received the promises in 
part, must ‘wait for their ‘com- 
pletion, until the body sleeps in 
dust, and the soul is delivered 
from its ‘polluted’ tabernacle.— 
There is such evidence of this 
fact, that those who deny it of 
themselves, will hardly obtain 
credit with their fellow men of 
being honest persons. None 
have a greater sense of their 
own sin, or of the number and 
constancy of their iniquities, 
than those who through the’ ef- 
fectual calling of God aré sanc- 
tified in part. Their experience 
in a Christian temper,even when 
its exercises are weak and ‘jin- 
constant, enables them to distin- 
guish by their own feelings, 
whatever is of a contrary na- 
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ture. Their love of God, altho’ 
imperfect in degree, makes them 
observant of what is contrary to 
his holiness, his express law and 
their own cuty : They daily find 
fresh occasion to abase them- 
selves before the Lord for dis- 
positions, actions and desires, 
which they know to be sinful. 
Christians can confess their sins 
more explicitly than any other 
persons ; not because they are 
more sinful, but from a deep 
sense of the evil of sin, which 
is obtained through more clear 
views of divine holiness and a 
more circumspect watch of their 
own hearts. By much attention, 
they find the remainder of sin, 
to be a law in their hearts war- 
ring against the law of God.— 
After all their watch, attention 
and prayer, they come to the 
conclusion of the most eminent 
apostle when he bewailed his re- 
maining sin, “ O wretched man 
that I am, who shall deliver me 
from the body of this death !” 

The imperfection of Chris- 
tians in their best duties is ano- 
ther reason for humility. 

The Psalmist said, “ I have 
seen an end.of all perfection, but 
thy commandment is exceeding 
broad,”’—broad in the number 
of duties It commands, and the 
perfect heart with which they 
ought to be performed. The 
commandments of God enjoin 
on us to love him supremely, 
intensely, and at all times; to 
love our neighbor as we do our- 
selves ; be Just and honest in our 
whole coversation ; deny all un- 
godliness and worldly lusts ; 
worship and trust in the Lord, 
present our bodies a living sa- 
crificey and conduct in all re- 
spects as though we must give 
an account. What Christian or 
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what understanding man can}. 
found, who will pretend ty. 
any live according to the exer: 
and spirit of these commands. 
and of others similar to they? 
If he compares his duties. ™ 
motives, or the Intensity of “i 
most pious affections, with the 
law of his Redeemer who ep. 
joins them, he will see great 
reason to be humbied for the 
imperfection of every du'y. His 
love of Ged 1s not commensy. 
rate to that glory which is seen 
in the divine character ; his love 
of his neighbor falls far short of 
the rule, and is mingled with 
much of a contrary nature ; 
his faith is weak, and sub. 
mission incomplete ; and his 
duties of worship are alloyed 
with sin. When he hath resol- 
ved, he knows not how to fulfil; 
and after his affections and hopes, 
desires and enjoyments, in some 
favored season have been de- 
lightfully spiritualized, ere he 
is aware, he is fallen down 
again to the darkness of time 
and is weak in contending with 
the sensuality of his own heart. 
In évery thing, compared either 
with the holy law or the bright 
example of our Saviour, he finds 
himself deficient: Thus, inthe 
spirit of humility, he can con- 
fess that by reason of the imper- 
fection of his duties, he 1s less 
than the least of all his brethren, 
who have aright to be esteemed 
the saints of God. anh 

The humility of Christians 1s 
increased by considering how lit- 
tle they do for the glory of God, 
and what inadequate returns of 
eratitude and praise they make 
to the Saviour of mankind for 
his love to perishing sinners 
Our God from the excellency ° 
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mise from every creature in 


earth and heaven. — For this rea- 
son we are directed, “ Whether, 
therefore, ye eat or crink, or 
whatever ye do. do all for the 
clory of God. The greatest of 
jj obligations on Christians is 
to glorify God.” Wh. 2 they 
see his excellent matesty, and 
this obligation, which is on all 
creatures 3; also, consider how 
little they have done, in every 
part of their lives to advance his 
praise, they fall low in abase- 
ment, apprehending themselves 
tohave been nearly useless in 
the great purposes for which 
their being was given. Or if 
they reflect on the Saviour’s love 
inbecoming a ransom for the 
sins of the world, his kindness 
to them in giving Christian 
knowledge, sanctifying their 
hearts, restraining frem_ pre- 
sumptuous sins, and permitting 
them to hope for acceptance 
through his merits ; they feel 
all their returns of gratitude and 
obedience to have been inade- 
quate to their duty. 

As humility 1s the common 
duty of men, So it is a source of 
the most lasting peace. When- 
ever a creature, forgetting his 
dependence, exalts himself, he 
may be sure to meet with many 
causes of humiliation. Men will 
not fail to mortify his false con- 
ctits, and the righteous provi- 
dence of God will teach him that 
self confidence is unfit for de- 
pendent creatures. While the 
proud in heart suffer the natural 
effects of their own vice, the 
iumble Christian hath satisfac- 
ton in lying at the foot of divine 
sovereignty and committing him- 
self to infinite grace. Let every 
reader examine, that he may 
snow hisown spirit. Whether 
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the greatness and glory of God, 
or his wonderful works, or our 
own sinfulness by nature, or 
the Imperfection of our best du- 
tles ; or whether the little we 
have done for his glory, and our 
inedequate returns for aSaviour’s . 
srace be considered, eac! 
these are a sufficient reason for 
avery humble spirit. 


of 


I, 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE, 


SIR, 


TAM a Christian profes- 
sor, and have hoped myself to 
be sincere ; yet have often been 
charged with imprudence.— 
Sometimes, [ have beef .con- 
vinced the charge was just; at 
others, I have not seen tt to be 
so. Ihave studied much, with- 
out success, to find in what the 
grace of Christian prudence con- 
sists, and how we may always 
conduct discreetly ? If you can 
give me an answer to these ques- 
tions, it will much obiige one of 
your constant readers. 

A's ‘Ke 


Answer tothe Letter of A. B. 7. 
SIR, ° 


OUR request to be inform- 

ed in what the grace of 
Christian prudence consists, and 
how we may always conduct 
with discretion, cannot be an- 
swered explicitly ; and if it were 
done in the most perfect man- 
ner that is possible, innumera- 
ble persons would not under- 
stand. What world call 
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imperfect intellect, for which, it 
is possible, the person may not 
be guilty ; from a sinful heart, 
which, with its consequences, 
are always forbidden ; and from 
an ignorance of human nature, 
which is the result either of a 
weak understanding, or inatten- 
tion to the events of nature. pro- 
vidence, and the society in which 
we live. 

This description of the cau- 
ses of imprudence may assist us 
to see In what pradence consists. 
There are certain words in com- 
mon use among Christian peo- 
ple, which have a general im- 
port or meaning : They do not 
mean any particular grace which 
ean be characteristically distin- 
ruished from all others ; but in 
a practice, which Is the result of 
a sound understanding, and the 
uniform exercise of a Christian 
temper. 

In this class of words we find 
holiness, wisdom, prudence, and 
several others of great practical 
sixnificance. 

Holiness is a conformity to 
God and his law, and implies all 
the moral virtues and Christian 
graces. Where we are certain 
of the exercise of one grace we 
may be certain of the principle 
from which all graces proceed 
Holiness is the character in 
which man was created, but was 
lost by the apostacy ; is restored 
by the renewing influences of the 
spirit, and is a fountain within 

the soul, inwrought and sup- 
ported by the Spirit of God. 
from which all the holy exerci- 
ses, employments and blessed- 
ness of heaven will flow. It is 
therefore a word of general sig- 
Nification. 
Wisdom is another word much 
used by the sacred writers, and 


(Avg, 


of similar general import, 
defined by some of our best lex: 
cographers It Is the Power gf 
Judging rightly ; to which, m 
haps they ought to have adleq 
“and the disposition,” of jud 
ing rightly ; tor itis hard to a 
ceive how any power whaterer, 
without a disposition to use j 
will lead any person to a yj 
conduct. 

By the moral writers, Wisdom 
has been defined, “ that discre. 
tion, which enables men to pete 
ceive what is fit to be done ac 
cording tu the circumsiances of 
time, place and action.” 

In the word of God, wisdom 
hath a more exalted signification, 
and 1s occasionally used to ex. 
press true piety, the essence of 
moral virtue, the doctrines of the 
gospel, the character of ou 
blessed Redeemer, and even the 
incommunicable perfections of 
Godhead. 

Prudence has been defined, 
“ wisdom applied to practice,” 
and for a general definition, per- 
haps a better cannot be given. 

The hely scriptures describe 
Christian prudence by a number 
of its effects. “ A prudent man 
covereth shame,” he is not 4 
tale-bearer, and revealeth not s¢- 
crets where no good can accrue 
either to the public or to indl- 
viduals from publishing them. 

« A prudent man dealeth with 
knowledge.” He determineth 
not on suspicion or evil jealousy, 
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the facts on which his judgment 
is founded. 

6 The wisdom of the prudent 
is to understand his way: ant he 
looketh well to his going: ~ 
He acts not, in any C*: 
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dent? He hath such command } 
of hisown spirit, that he can 
pear patiently the voice of his 
reprovers.and even of those who 
revile him, that he may thereby 
understand and amend his faults 
« A prudent man foreseeth evil, 
and hideth himself.” He fore- | 
seeth at a distance, the conse- 
quences of his own and others’. 
actions ; he will not provoke in-. 
iquity, neither will he through | 
a misjudged zeal do evil that’ 
cool may come ; neither will) 
he put to hazard a greater inter- 
est that he may come into pos-. 
session of one which is smaller. | 

These with many other valu- 
able maxims, are found in the 
holy scriptures, descriptive of 
the effects of prudence. 

Ona subject of so general a 
nature, and as a means of'com- 
ing to the point of enquiry it 
inay not be improper to describe 
how the words frudence and 
frudent are used in the common 
language of mankind, and ap- 
plied to particular persons, cha- 
racters and things. In the sense 
of the world, persons of the fol- 
lowing desciiption ‘are called 
prudent. ‘hose, who by acare- 
ful government of their tongues 
escape the contentions which 
arise from tale-bearing : Those 
who carefully pay their ‘debts, 
thereby escaping the destructive 
costs of the ‘law : Those, who in 
proper season provide for such 
wants of their families, as it 
may be foreseen will happen: 
The avaricious are called pru- 
dent, when they are thrifty and 
fetrench their expenditures 
Within their Income ; and the 
ambitions, when they manage 
SO cautiously as to have the 
good will of all parties. In the 
Worldly use of the word, pru- 
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dence doth not certainly mean 
any thing more than dextrous 
management, under the influ- 
ence of the most selfish and 
hypocritical principles. 

But our enquirer calls us to 
a higher subject, “ What is 
Christian prudence,and how may 
[ always act discreetly ? From 
the result of our past remarks it 
appears that prudence, even in 
the loose sense of the word, 
proposes some object that is 
valuable, either for this or ano- 
ther world. A man is never 
called prudent, who by crimes 
hastens himself to the place of 
execution; and as it proposes 
some end which the world calls 
valuable, so it endeavors to ef- 
fect this by means, which are 
not shameful. 

Christian prudence proposes 
to itself the most glorious ends 
of action, and endeavors to ef- 
fect them in the most direct and 
satisfactory way : ‘In these res- 
pects it is not distinguishable 
from wisdom. Christian pru- 
dence is the right modification 
of allour actions for the glory 
of God and the well being of 
mankind. 

Christian prudence proposes 
to itself the highest ends, the 
most glorious objects, the decla- 
rative honor ‘of the Almighty, 
the happiness of his creatures, 
and our own personal good in 
subordination ‘to these greater 
ends. 

A prudent temper is the re- 
sult of all the Christian graces 
in exercise, with the right go- 
vernment of all our passions 
and appetites. Ifthe sinful pas- 
sions of Christians are predomi- 
nant, if they act without knowi- 
edge, or if they have become 
cold in the service of their Lord, 
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imperfect intellect, for which, it 
is possible, the person may not 
be guilty; from a sinful heart, 
which, with its consequences, 
are always forbidden ; and from 
an ignorance of human nature, 
which is the result either of a 
weak understanding, or inatten- 
tion to the events of nature. pro- 
vidence, and the society in which 
we live. 

This description of the cau- 
ses of imprudence may assist us 
to see In what prudence consists. 
"There are certain words in com- 
mon use among Christian peo- 
ple, which have a general im- 
port or meaning : They do not 
mean any particular grace which 
ean be characteristically distin- 
ruished from all others ; but ip 
a practice, which ts the result of 
a sound understanding, and the 
uniform exercise of a Christian 
temper. 

In this class of words we find 
holiness, wisdom, prudence, and 
several others of great practical 
si nificance. 

Holiness is a conformity to 
God and his law, and implies all 
the moral virtues and Christian 
graces. Where we are certain 
of the exercise of one grace we 
may be certain of the principle 
from which all graces proceed 
Hoiiness is the character in 
which man was created, but was 

lost by the apostacy ; is restored 
by the renewinginfluences of the 
spirit, and is a fountain within 
the soul, inwrought and sup- 
ported by the Spirit of God. 
from which all the holy exerci- 
ses, employments and blessed- 
ness of heaven will flow. It is 
therefore a word of general sig- 
Nification. 
Wisdom is another word much 
used by the sacred writers, and 
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of similar general import, 
defined by some of our best lex. 
cographers it is the power ¢ 
judging rightly > 10 Which, Der. 
haps they ought to have adiled 
“‘ and the disposition,” of jue 
Ing rightly ; tor it is hardto A 
ceive how any power wh 
without a disposition to 
will lead any person to 
conduct. 

By the moral writers, wisdom 
has been defined, “ that discre. 
tion, which enables men to pers 
ceive what Is fit to be done a. 
cording tu the circumsiances of 
time, place and action.” 

In the word of God, wisdom 
hath a more exalted signification, 
and 1s occasionally used to ex. 
press true piety, the essence of 
moral virtue, the doctrines of the 
gospel, the character of ou 
blessed Redeemer, and even the 
incommunicable perfections of 
Godhead. 

Prudence has been defined, 
“ wisdom applied to practice,” 
and for a general definition, per- 
haps a better cannot be given. 

The hely scriptures describe 
Christian prudence by a number 
of its effects. “ A prudent man 
covereth shame,” he is not 4 
tale-bearer, and revealeth not s¢- 
crets where no good can accrue 
either to the public or to ind- 
viduals from publishing them. 

«+ A prudent man dealeth with 
knowledge.” He determineth 
not on suspicion or evil jealousy, 
but from a certain knowledge 0 
the facts on which his judgment 
isfounded. 

& The wisdom of the prudent 
is to understand his way: and he 
looketh ‘well to his goliNg: ~ 
He acts not, in any 
without consideration —* He 
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dent? He hath such command J dence doth not certainly mean 


of his own spirit, that he can 
pear patiently the voice of his 
reprovers.and even of those who 
revile him, that he may thereby 
understand and amend his faults 
« A prudent man foreseeth evil. 
and hideth himself.” He fore | 
seeth at a distance, the conse- 
quences of his own and others’ | 
actions ; he will not provoke in-. 
iguity, neither will he through | 


a misjudged zeal do evil that} 


good may come ; neither will: 
he put to hazard a greater inter- 
est that he may come into pos-. 
session of one which is smaller. : 

These with many other valu- 
able maxims, are found in the 
holy scriptures, descriptive of: 
the effects of prudence. 

Ona subject of so general a 
nature, and as a means of com- 
ing to the point of ‘enquiry it 
may not be improper to describe | 
how the words frrudence and 
prudent are used in the common 
language of mankind, and ap- 
plied to particular persons, cha- 
racters and things. In the sense 
of the world, persons of the fol- 
lowing description ‘are called 
prudent. ‘Those, who by a care- 
ful government of their tongues 
escape the contentions which 
arise from tale-bearing : Those 
who carefully pay their ‘debts, 
thereby escaping the destructive 
costs of the ‘law : Those, who in 
proper season provide for such 
wants of their families, as it 
may be foreseen will happen: 
The avaricious are called pru- 
dent, when they are thrifty and 
fetrench their expenditures 
Within their income ; and the 
ambitions, when they manage 
So cautiously as to have the 
s°0d will of all parties. In the 
Worldly use of the word, pru- 
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any thing more than dextrous 
management, under the influ- 
ence of the most selfish and 
hypocritical principles. 

But our enquirer calls us to 
a higher subject, “ What is 
Christian prudence,and how may 
[ always act discreetly ? From 
the result of our past remarks it 
appears that prudence, even in 
the loose sense of the word, 
proposes some object that is 
valuable, either for this or ano- 
ther world. A man is never 
called prudent, who by crimes 
hastens himself to the place of 
execution; and as it proposes 
some end which the world calls 
valuable, so it endeavors to ef- 
fect this by means, which are 
not shameful. 

Christian prudence proposes 
to itself the most glorious ends 
of action, and endeavors to ef- 
fect them in the most direct and 
satisfactory way : ‘In these res- 
pects it is not distinguishable 
from wisdom. Christian pru- 
dence is the right modification 
of allour actions for the glory 
of God and the well being of 
mankind. 

Christian prudence proposes 
to itself the highest ends, the 
most glorious objects, the decla- 
rative honor ‘of the Almighty, 
the happiness of his creatures, 
and our own personal good in 
subordination ‘to these greater 
ends. 

A prudent temper is the re- 
sult of all the Christian graces 
in exercise, with the right go- 
vernment of all our passions 
and appetites. Ifthe sinful pas- 
sions of Christians are predomi- 
nant, if they act without knuwi- 
edge, or if they have become 
coll in the service of their Lord, 
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they will be guilty of impru- 
dence. 

Further, It hath always been 
observed, that there is a natural 
difference. in the characters of 
men : Some are more and others 
less intelligent; some have a 
strange dexterity, of which 
others are wholly destitute in 
discerning the motives and ends 
of those with whom they have 
any connections and of foresee- 
ing the consequences of human 
action, either in themselves or 
others ; some are deeply studi- 
ous and contemplative, while 
others are transient and fickle in 
all their conceptions and purpo- 
ses ; some are irascible, and 
others calm and sedate. All 
these have been called natural 
differences of the human cha- 
racter, and from what they 
originate, whether natural struc- 
ture of body or mind, from edu- 
cation, or from some minor cir- 
cumstance in the conditions of 
men, it is not necessary for our 
present point to determine. 

These natural variations have 
a great and sometimes an 
unmanageable influence in the 
formation of an imprudent cha- 
racter. 

The sanctifying grace of God 
doth not wholly remove these 
natural varieties of character. 
Paul wastherationaland abstruse ; 
Peter the passionate and sudden ; 
and John the melting and be- 
Joved as much afterwards, as 
they were before they heard of a 
Saviour’s name. 

Infinite power could form in- 
struments to complete all the 
purposes of infinite wisdom and 
goodness. So itis at the pre- 
sent day. Religion consists ina 
moral state of heart, and we 
must not expect that all good 
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men will have the same Rature| 
dispositions, or that £race wil 
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remove their variety of , rae 
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ter. All men have their beso 
ting sins ; neither mus: ng K 
pect a peculiar liadteness 
these will be wholly overcome, 
Christians, when they erdeayop 
to act conscientiously, will some. 
times be imprudent in the view 
of their brethren. We ¢o Not 
without more grace than is sas 
monly given, see eye to eye, 

But shall this distinction |e: 
down the door of conscience an; 
destroy the power of truth? 
By no means. Shall natural 
differences of character destroy 
moral obligation, or the ground 
on which it stands ? This cannot 
be admitted. Although it be 
difficult to determine, in every 
instance, what Christian pru- 
dence is, on account of a variety 
in attending circumstances ; yet 
italways implies the following 
things. 

A principle of obedience to 
| God, a love of his Jaw, a desire to 
advance his glory and the good of 
our fellow men, a careful go- 
vernment of our own passions 
and appetites, with an endeavor 
to obtain information, on every 
matter of importance, before we 
either judge or act decisively. 

Christian prudence therefore 
implies integrity of heart. Itis 
not a grace exercised distinctly 
and by itself in judging and act- 
ing ; but a result of ail the gr 
ces, acting in things which rr 
late to the well being of the pre 
sent and a future life, under the 
direction of a sound understand: 
ing, and regulated by a comps 
tent knowledge of human D& 
ture and the laws of duty- 
the heart be wrong all must 
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and the understanding incompe- 
tent, or there be a great defect 
inn knowledge of human nature 
it must be expected that impru- 
dent actions willensue: Hence 
we see some Well meaning per- 
sons plunging from one to ano- 
ther scene of imprudence: Here 
a door is opened for the exercise 


of Christian c igs ity, and for ob c=] a 


dience to our Saviour’s direction. 
“First cast out 1 thes beam out of 
thing own eye, and then shalt 
thou see clearly to cast out the 
mote, out of thy brother’s eye.” 
After all there are some instan- 
ces, tn Whichitis dificult to de- 
termine between prudence and 
imprudence. 

The second question of the 
enquirer is,“ And how shall I al- 
ways act discreetly and wisely ?” 
All men have reasot n, at some 
hours, to lament their impru- 
dence either in words or actions. 
“« There is not a just man on 
earth, who doeeth good and sin- 
neth not.” Suill, there are cer- 
tain rules for a prudent conduct, 
which every Christian should 
duly consider. 

Never judge in matters above 
your knowledge. Nothing is 
more pleasing to natural pride 
than to think ourselves capable 
of judging in all matters of doc- 
trine, discipline and practice ; 
wherees, many Christians, 
through ignorance or other cau- 
ses, are Incapable of judging 
correctly. An unsuitable opt- | 
nion of this kind, joined witha 
zeal not according to knowledge, 
will lead to many rash judg- 
ments. It is not uncommon to 
find these among pecple who 
have little doctvinal knowle dre, 
less experience, and still less 
acquainiance with men. “ Judge 


Rot that ye be not judged,” is a! 
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maxim of high importance for 
the prudent direction of human 
life. 

2dly, Never act under the in- 
fluence of appetite and passion. 
Both appetites and passions are 
necessary for the perfection of 
our natures. So Jong as they are 
nant the control of reason they 

eInnocent; but having over- 
ieee this bound, they lead to 
all manner of criminal and im- 
prudent conduct. No man can 
act prudently in the phrenzy of 
passion, oris fit company fora 
rational creature, when the ap- 
petites, which are common to 
him with the brutes, govern his 
conduct. The iiour of passion 
is always an hour of impru- 
dence ; it is the hour of a mad- 
man, in which he casteth about 
firebrands, arrows and death, 
and saith “ am I not in sport ?” 
3dly, Remember that for eve- 
ry action and word, however idle 
they may be, we must give an 
account before God. 

A sense of the judgment we 
all have to pass before the bar of 
God, is one of the best excite- 
ments to Christian practice. 
This being lost, the sinner will 
become notorious in vice, and 
the Christian lax in every duty 
of his profession. Those who 
do not habitually expect to an- 
swer before God, will neither 
treat the persons of men decent- 
ly nor their reputations and in- 

erests justiy. Therefore, to 
sending with Christian pru- 
dence, we ought habitually to 
remember that al! our words and 
actions will be brought into judg- 
ment. 

A senseof the omniscience 
and omnipresence of God is ne- 
cessary for Christian prudence. 
We say necessary for prudence, 

Non 
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from abroad, and every passion 











but there is no need of this li- 
mitation, for it is necessary for 
all Christian conduct. When 
adue apprehension of the pre- 
sence and knowledge of God are 
lost, we become exposed to the 
ful] force of every temptation 


from within our own breasts. If 
God were not all present the uni- 
verse could neither be sustained 
or governed ; and if some sense 
of the truth be not preserved in 
created minds, there ca: be no 
virtue, obedience, or Christian 
practice. If before speaking or 
acting. every person thought as 
Jacob did, ** How dreadful in this 
place ! this is none other but 
the house of God,” the place of 
his presence, there would be far 
less imprudence than we now 
see In the world. 
5th. Prudence of conduct al- 
ways hath some relation to 
Others. It is that virtuous prac- 
tice directed in the law, “ thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thy 
self.” Prudence and impru- 
dence, in the sense we are now 
considering the subject, have 





some relation to other men; at 
Jeast they are considered as be- 
ing judges to whom we are | 
amenable. Therefore to act : 
prudently it is necessary we | 
should have true apprehensions | | 
of men’s rights and that the hap- | 
piness of our neighbor is as va- 
luable as ourown. So long as 
we undervalue the good of o- 
thers, there is the highest temp- 
tation to treat them imprudent- 
ly; and from smaller acts of 
impr udence the highest acts of 
injustice wiil proceed. 

6th. Whoever would act pru- 
dently must call on the name of 
the Lord. The experience of 


ee ee 





all Christians is a witness for the 


Contentment. 
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npneint of prayer. “The 1, rd 
ts nigh to al] that cal} y pon Lim: 
10: all that call upen bim in 1, rT ™ 
He will fulfil the desi 
that fear him: He wy! 
their cry and save 
* © Lord, I know that the 
of man Is notin himeclf: 
not in man that walketh = dis 
rect his steps. ©O Lord, correct 
me, but with thy judgment; 
not in anger; lest thou bring ; oa 
to not} ing.” “hese words of 
inspiration teach us both the 
propricty and effic: acy of prayer 
to God that he would direct our 
steps, and preserve us wherein 
we are unable to keep ourselves, 
Certainly it is a truth, that those 
who neglect prayer will not act 
with Christian prudence. ses 
may be the children of the world, 
who are wise in their generation 
for present things, but are not 
wise to eternal life. 
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Godliness and Contentment the 
only Means of perfect Hapfi- 
C&S. 


HE most perfect happi- 
ness consists in content 

| ment or satisfaction with what 
we possess. To experience per 
fect contentment, the object of 
possession must be suited to the 
nature of a rational mind, and 
its quantity equal to the utmost 
capacity | of enjoying. If hap- 
piness was eantined to the am- 
ple endowments and dignities 0 
this world, the greater part © 


} men would be excluded from 4 


share. The nature of the state 


in which we exist, together with 
the good of society; requres th 
ereat worldly possessions or digs 


that 
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nities should belong toa few. In 
the distribution of these, by his 
all-wise providence, God doih 
not act partially ; neither, has 
he |-ft any part of mankind in 
asiuation to despair of being 
happy, unless it be from an ob- 
stinwte determination not to pur- 
suc the means cof their own 
good. The true good, the great- 
esi and eternal good Is placed be- 
fore every mind. Wisdom ad- 
dresses aii in the same language; 
fear God and keep his com- 
mendments, this is the whole 
duty, tie whole happiness oi 
man. hose thingsin which a 
sin‘ul heart places the chief good 
of existing, are but appendages 
of ashort life, not essential to 
happiness, not absolutely neces- 
sary for the blessedness of any 
mind, and no evidence that the 
possessors are favorites of hea- 
ven, or that they will be In any 
degree distinguished from thet 
brethren in that state where we 
shail allsoon exist. Neither are 
those ‘hings evidence of greate: 
happiness here, for it Is morc 
often contrary. In how many 
instances do men say, yonder Is 
ahappy person! His situation 
places him above the evils, 
which are my greatest affliction; 
when, if we could look within 
such a breast, we should see a 
heart of wretchedness, the whole 
soul a cage of evil and disquict- 
Ing passions, discontent with 
God, enmity against men, dis- 
satislaction with itself and with 


providence, and none of that | 


peace which passeth understand 
ing. Could we see the hearts 
of men, it would give us an 
opinion of what the world car 
do for us very different from 
that we have by looking on their 
external show. If it were in 





our power to look directly on 
the heart, as omniscience doth, 
the whole delusion would ap- 
pear, and we should see vanity 
of vanities to be the motto en- 
raven on all the things which 
are coveted. <A rational mind 
cannot be contented and happy 
without a good which reason 
approves. Moral and intellect- 
ual enjoyments are the food of 
souls ; a food as necessary for 
their peace, as material food is 
for the animal body. The mind 
of man hasno power fitted for 
independence ; no wisdom suf- 
ficient to make the best choice 
lor himself ; no sufficiency with- 
in himself for being happy, even 
with all the aid the creatures can 
vive him, if he hath not a God 
to be his friend and portion ; a 
God to preserve and direct his 
steps, guide him to his highest 
sood, and satisfy him with his 
own glory. 

The reader, who is fascina- 
ced with the world, may say, 
» these are the speculations of 
« dry moraltst, or a sour misan- 
thropist, for contentment may 
ve obtained from an enjoyment 
of the creatures.” 

LET THIS BE THE POINT AT 
ISSUE. 

Can a rational mind be happy 
by any possible enjoyment of 
the creatures, while unprepared 
to delight in the moral glory of 
God ! 

For evidence wewill resort to 
exfiertence, reason and the word 
of God. No greater scope of 
evidence can be desired, no oth- 
er source can be found. 

Experience is a source of evi- 
dence to which all may repair, 
ind from this the honorable and 
‘gnoble, the rich and the poor, 
the old and the young, accor- 
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ding to the opportunity they 
have had in life, may derive in- 
struction. 
Experience will give its uni- 
versa! testimony, that the most 
full and varied enjoyment of the 
creatures never imparted con- 
tentment to a mind, which is 
unprepared to delight in the mo- 
ral glory of God. Ask the vo- 
taries of the world, the avari- 
cious, the sensual and ambitious, 
whether they have yet obialned 
a supreme good? They will not 
pretend they have ; still, may 
say, we are in the direct road. 
Mistakencreatures ! They think 
a few more thousands, an office 
in expectation, or some hours 
enjoyment of the most sordid 
appetites will complete their 
purpose. Thus they must go 
on in delusion, until the good 
Spirit of God, the awful checks 
of his providence, or the more 
awful hour of death opens their 
eyes toa wise opinion. Every 
one who beholds these persons, 
is convinced they are not yet 
contented ; and if not content- 
ed,not happy. They thirst for 
the world as eagerly as ever, and 
even until dotage, if life per- 
mits so long, grasps its honors, 
pleasures and profits. Personal 
experience will teach the same 
which we have learned by an ob- 
servation of mankind. Who is 
the reader, or where is the man 
that can say I am satisfied, un- 
less his heart hath been correct- 
ed by the power of divine grace. 
Doth not sound reason unite 
its testimony to that of experi- 
ence ? Certainly, reason teaches 
that a rational and immortal spi- 
rit cannot be satisfied with plea- 
sures that are animal, or objects 
which are perishing. The men- 
tal powers of knowing and de- 
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siting, will speedily OUireach 
the whole contents of pos. 
rial world, and stretch int that 
immensiiy and eternity Which 
is the dwelling of Cod. The 
minds of creatures were form 
by God to be satistied op. 

himself. He will torever re- 

the fountain of rest to the wi3 


il 
} 


'§ 
he hath made, ane such cs -... 
not find their rest in him mys 


remain unhappy. 

The same truth is taneh: ; 
the holy scriptures. “ 6 
Ness with contentment is ercy 
gain.’ Religion furnishes | 
only satisfying good ; theres 
it gives the only perfect happ. 
ness. “% Dehght thyself also } 
the Lord and he s'iail give 


the desires of thy heart ;” and 


he being the portion, the mind 
cannot fail of being satisiicd, 
An argument which the apostle 
uses, to prove that godliness is 
the true riches which gives con- 
tentment, is this: As we brougit 
nothing into the world, so we 
can carry nothing out. Things, 
which must be so soon and whol- 
ly left, cannot have the value 
men are apt to place upon them, 
and will not bear a comparison 
with the riches of godliness. 
These being inwrought in the 
soul, become part of its nature 
in sucha sense,that death cannot 
make a separation. the" 
But what is that godliness, 
which gives contentment ! 


The holy scriptures speak of 


the form of godliness without 
the power. This a man may 
have and still be a discontented 
creature. The form of godll- 
ness isthe external profession 
and appearance of religion, while 


destitute of any correspon ng 
affections of the heart. 74s 
| cannot give contentment, 
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Godliness is a resemblance of 
supreme holiness in the will and 
all the moral powers and affec- 
tions of the mind. A moral 
conformity to the rectitude of 
God is the essential nature of 
crue recigion. Men are full of 
enquiry what religion is; they 
describe and dispute much, and 
in the multitude of corrupted 
opinions, ney things are set 
up as true religion, and —_ 
wpe are described for obtainin; 
it, which have no foundation in 
truth. The descriptions of re- 
ligion or goditness are uniform 
through the whole sacred ora- 
cles. It was the same in the 
days of the patriarchs, of the 
propiets and of the Son of God. 
Itis, though not in degree, still 
in its nature, the same in earth 
and heaven 3 in time and eter- 
nity. God created man in his 
own image, which extended to 
hismeral temper, and was the 
pure religion of paradise. He 
lost that image, became desti- 
tute of a moral conformity to 
God, and from that time became 
a discontented creature, This 
image or conformity to God is 
restored by the sanctilying pow- 
erof the Holy Spirit, as the on- 
ly preparation for dwelling in 
his presence and enjoying his 
glory. True religion or godli- 
uess is therefore called being 
made ‘* partakers of a divine 
nature,” partaking of holiness, 
in our measure, as God hath it ip 
immeasurable degree. A com- 
munication of “ grace for grace” 
—a communication of graces to 
the heart that resemble and are 
of the same kind as those found 
in the divine Mediator. We are 
c pommanded to be holy, as 
Sod is holy, and perfect after 





Contentment. 





ae) 
i) 
ay) 


the manner that our Father in 
heaven is perfect. 

A love of God is included in 
godliness, and will be found in 
every soul which is formed to 
resemble him. Where the 
heart is made holy, honest, just 
and benevolent, ut will immedi- 
ately discover the Infinite glory 
of the Lord’s perfections, the 
exceliency ot bis law, and the 
fitness of his providence which 
is his moral periecuon displayed 
In the governmentof creatures. 
Itisa high display of the inh- 
nite Creator’s elory, to behold a 
universe filled with creatures who 
bear his image. Though | each 
one hath a separate existence, 
yetas it depends on his enienne 
will, itis a beam of his glory. 
When the heart is prepared to 
delight in God, it can find sa- 
tisfaction in contemplating all 
nis works of nature and of grace. 

Can we not hence see bow 
godliness produces conteptment 
and happiness | ! Ifthe mind ec: 
delight in God himseif, in al 
the glories of his nature, in all 
his will, in all his works, it must 
be contented, for there can be 
no greater object of satisfaction. 
This comprehends the wiole 
which eye hath seen, ear 
heard, or imagination conceived, 
When our desire is for things 
which cannot be had, or those 
which being received cannot sa- 
tisfy, we must be discontented, 
which will ever be the case 
while our affections are ulti 
mately fixed on any of the crea- 
tures. Were all the creatures 
placed in our possession, they 
could not fill that room Im the 
heart, which the Creator design- 
ed for a love of hisown infinite 
glory. The aflections being 
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sanctified are turned immedi- 
ately on divine beauty. “ Whom 
Rave I in heaven but thee. and 
there is none on earth I desire 
beside thee,” are the aspirations 
of the heart. while it adores the 
being and loves the providence 
by which all things are directed. 
A love of the creatures becomes 
sanctified, reasonable and pro- 
portioned to their real excellen- 
cy, so that nothing is expected 
from them beyond what they 
can give. The creatures are 
enjoyed in connection with the 
Creator, as fruits of his fulness, 
and the love which begins on 
them ascends through this medi- 
um to the ocean of glory. This 
is godliness, which through con- 
tentment makes all things the 
riches of the soul, leaving no 
place for unsatisfied desires. 
¥t is a happiness peculiar to 
those who love the Lord. 
rich are the godly ! the descrip- 
tion of the apostle is literally 
true, for * all things are theirs.” 
Religion. instead of diminishing 
that good the creatures can give 
ns, fits the mind to receive their 
whole value, to enjoy created 
excellence as it is in itself, and 
as It Is related to infinite wisdom 
and glory. How unfriendly to 
mun 1s that pride by which he is 
prompted to be independent of 
his Maker ! How much he im- 
poverishes himself by serving 
the creatures more than the 
Creator! How much he lost, 
when the image and Jove of 
God departed from his soul ! 
_Letus reflect how great the 
divine fove ! Though our minds 
are weak, our natures frail, our 
powers in their most perfect 


State but vanity ; we still have 
the capacity of receiving so im- 
mense a good, God himself with 
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all bis wisdom, love and Works 
[n acting our finite mi 
weak, in receiving cap 
while our own perfection js iess 
than nothing and vanity we m4 
behold and enjoy all perfecto, 
The glory of Godhead can 7" 
long but to one, the enjovment 
of this glory to many. In this 
contemplation may every rea. 
der be filled with a love of God. 
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Lhe Presbyterian Church of the 
United States, apfifiropriately 
$0 calicd, 7s sfiread through all 
the farts West of New-Eng- 
land, from the Nor‘h fart of the 
state of New-York to Georgia 
and the W-stern waters. Thro’ 
these limits they are intermiz- 
ed with churches denominated 
by other names, Episcopalians, 
Dutch or reformed, Congrega- 
tional, Baptist and Methodist, 
As the Presbyterian Church 
is in such intimate union with 
the Churches in Connecticut 
and Vermont, that each of them 
is refiresented in the firincifal 
judicatories of the other ; itis 
thought proper in several num- 
bers of this Magazine, to pub- 
lish their Constitution of Church 
Government.—Information of 
the different usages in the stv- 
eral parts of the true Church 
of Christ, removes ungrounded 
prejudices and strengthens the 
bonds of their Charity. 


eoservgere 


THE FORM OF THE GOVERY’ 
MENT AND DISCIPLINE OF 
THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
IN THE UNITED STATES OF 
AMERICA. 
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Chap. I—Of the Church. 


sect.1. FESUS CHRIST, who 
is now exalted, far 
one all principality, and pow- 
r hath erected. in this world, 
a iiogdom, which is his church. 
seer. Il. Phe universal! 
church consists of all those per- 
sons, in every nation. together 
with their children. who make 
profession of the holy religion of 
Christ, and of submission to his 
Jaws. 

Sect. ITI. As this immense 
multitude cannot mect together, 
in one place.to hold co.; munion, 
or to worship God, it is reason- 
able, and warranted by scripture 
example, that they should be 
divided into many particular 
churches. 

Sect. 1V. A particularchurch 
consists of a number of profes- 
sing Christians, with their off- 
spring, voluntarily associated to- 
gether, for divine worship and 
godly living, agreeably to the 
holy scriptures; and submitting 
toa certain form of government. 


Chap. II.—Of the Officers of the 
Church. 


OUR blessed Lord, at first, 
collected his church, out of dif- 
ferent nations, and formed it into 
one body, by the mission of men 
endued with miraculous gifts, 
which have, long since, ceased. 

The ordinary and perpetual 
oficers. inthe church, are, Bish- 
eis or Pastors ; the representa- 
tives of the people, usually stiled 
Ruling Elders, and Deacons. 


Chap. IIL. —Of Bishops or Pastors. 

THE fiastoral office is the first, 
inthe church, both for dignity 
and usefulness. Zhe person who 
fills this office, haih in scripture, 
obtained different names expres-! 


| 
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sive of his various duties. As 
he has'the oversight of the flock 
of Christ, he is termed bishop. 
As he feeds them with spiritual 
food, he is termed pastor. As 
he serves Christ in his church, 
he is termed minister. As it is 
his duty to be grave and prudent, 
and an example of the flock, and 
to govern well in the house and 
kingdom of Christ, he is term- 
ed presbyter orelder. Ashe is 
the messenger of God, he is 
termed the angel of the church. 
Ashe is sent todeclare the will 
of God to sinners, and to beseech 
them to be reconciled to God 
through Christ, he is termed 
ambassador. And, as he dis- 
penses the manifold grace of 
God, and the ordinances institu- 
ted by Christ, he is termed 
steward of the mysteries of Ged. 
Chap. IV. —Of ruling Elders. 
RULING elders are properly 
the representatives of the peo- 
ple, chosen by them, for the pur- 
pose of exercising government 
and discipline, in conjunction 
with pastors or ministers. ‘This 
office has been understood, by 
a great part of the protestant re- 
formed churches, to be designa- 
ted, in the holy scriptures, by the 
ttle of governments : and of 
those who rule well; but do not 
labor in the word and doctrine. 


Chapt. V.—Of Deacons. 


THE scriptures clearly point 
out deacons as distinct oflicers ia 
the church, whose business it is 
to take care of the poor, and te 
distribute among them the cob 
lections which may be raised far 
their use. To them also may bs 
properly committed the manage- 
ment of their temporal affairs 
in the church. 
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Chap. VI—Of Ordinances in a 


harticular Church. 


TILE ordinances, established 
by Christ the head, in a particu- 
lar church, which is regularly 
constituted with its proper offi- 
cers, are, prayer, singing prai- 
ses, reading, expounding and 
preaching the word of God ; ad- 
ministering baptism and the 
Lord’s supper; public solemp 
fasting and thanksgiving, cate- 
chising, making coilections for 
tie poor, and other pious purpo- 
ses; exercising discipline ; and 
blessing the people. 


Chan. VIX, Of Church Govern- 
ment and the several Kinds of 


r 4 ¢ —— 2D 
uv udicatoi eS. 


Srecr. I. IT is absolutely ne- 
cessuty that the government of 
the church, be exercised under 
some certain and definite form : 
And we hold it to be expedient, 
cid agrecabletoscriptnre and the 
practice of the primitive Chris- 
tians, that the church be govern- 
ed by congregational, presbyteri- 
aland synodical assemblies. In 
full consistency with this belief, 
we embrace, in the spirit of 
charity, those Christians who 
differ from us, in opinion or in 
practice, en these subjects. 

Secr. lJ. These assemblies 
cught not to possess any civil 
jurisdiction, nor to inflict any 
civil penalties : Their power is 
wholly moral or spiritual, and 
that oniy ministerial and declara- 
ive. ‘lhey possess the right of 
requiiine obedience to the laws 
of Christ; and of excluding the 
disobedient and disorderly, from 
the privileges of the church — 
To give efliciency, howeyer, to 
this necessary and scriptural au- 
thority, they possess the powers 
regusite for obtaining evidence 
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and inflicting eensure: The 
can call before them aby offen. 
der against the order and 80s 
vernment of the church: They 
can require members, of thes 
OwN society, 10 appear and sive 
testimony on the cause ; but the 
highest punishment to which 
their authority cxtends, 3s ic ay. 
clude the contumacious and im. 
penitent, from the congregation 
of believers. 


Chap. V IIL.— Of theCon Sreracion. 
al Assembly, or Judicatory, isu- 
ally styled The Church Session, 
Sect. J. THE church session 

consists of the minister, or mis- 

isters, and elders of a particular 
congregation. 

Sect. If. ‘Fhe church session 
is competent to the spiritual go- 
vernment of the congregation: 
lor which purpose, they have 
power to inquire into the know- 
ledge and Christian conduct of 
the members of that church; 
to call before them the offenders 
and witnesses, being members 
of their own society, and to in- 
troduce witnesses from other so- 
cicties or denominations, where 
itmay be necessary, to bring the 
process to issue ; and, when they 
can be procured to attend, to ad- 
monish, to rebuke, to suspend, 
or exclude from the sacraments, 
those who are found to deserve 
the censures of the church; to 
concert the best measures lor 
promoting the spiritual interests 
of the congregation, and to ap- 
point delegates to the higher 
dicatories of the church. 

Sect. III. The minister hath 
a right to convene the session 
when he may judge it oe ae 
And he ought, in all cases 
convene them, when requestet 
by any two or more of the? 
ders. 
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Secr. IV. We think it pro- 
per, that every church session, 
keep a fair register, of births, 
of baptisms, of marriages, of 
persons admitted to the Lord’s 
table, of deaths in the society, 
and of other removals. 


Chap. I[X.-~-Of the Presbyterial 
Assembly, 


Secr. I. THE church being 
divided into many separate con- 
gregations, these need mutual 
counsel and assistance, in order 
to preserve soundness of doc- 
trine, and regularity of. disci- 
pline ; and to enter Into com- 
mon measures, for the promo- 
ting of knowledge and religion, 
and for the preventing of the en- 
croachments of infidelity and 
error. Hence arise the im- 
portance and usefulness of pres- 
byterial and synodical assem- 
blies. 

Secr. I]. A presbytery con- 
sists of all the ministers, and 
one ruling elder from each con- 
ereration, within a certain dis- 
trict. 

Sect. III. Every congrega- 
tion, which has a settled pastor, 
has aright to be represented in 
presbytery, by one elder; and 
every collegiate church, by two 
or more elders, in proportion to 
its ministers. Where there 
are two or more congregations 
united, under one pastor, all 
such congregations shall have 
but one elder to represent them. 
Every congregation, which has 
ho settled minister, and is able 
and willing, to support one, shall 
be entitled to be represented, by 
a ruling elder, in this judicatory. 
And where there are two or 
More such congregations, united 
lor the maintainance of the gos- 
pel, and in their united state, are 
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of the description aforesaid, then 
such united congregations may 
be represented by one elder.— 
Every elder not known to the 
presbytery, shall produce a cer- 
tificate of his regular appoint- 
ment, from the church which he 
represents. 

Sect. IV. Any three minis- 
ters, and as many elders as may 
be present belonging to the 
presbytery, being met, at the 
time and place appointed, shall 
be a judicatory,competent to the 
dispatch of business ; notwith- 
standing the absence of the 
other members. 

sect. V. Thepresbytery have 
cognizance of all things, that 
regard the welfare of the par- 
ticular churches within their 
bounds, which are not cogniza- 
ble by the session. They have 
also a power of receiving an¢ 
issuing appeals from the ses- 
sions, and references, brought 
before them in an orderly man- 
ner; of examining and licensing 
candidates for the gospel minis- 
try ; of ordaining, settling, re- 
moving, or judging ministers ; 
of examining, and approving or 
censuring the records of the 
sessions ; of resolving questions 
of doctrine or discipline, seri- 
ously and reasonably proposed ; 
of condemning erroneous opin- 
ions, that injure the purity or 
peace of the church ; of visit- 
ing particular churches, to en- 
quire into their state and redress 
the evils that may have arisen 
within them ; of uniting, or di- 
viding congregations, at the re- 
quest of the people ; and of or- 
dering whatever pertains to the 
spiritual concerns of the church- 
es under their care. And it 
shall be the duty of the presby- 
teries to report, to the synod, 
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licensures, ordinations. the dis- 
missing or receiving of mem- 
bers, and the removal of mem- 
bers by death. 

Sreet. VI. The presbytery 
shail meet on their own ad- 
journment : and, when any 
emergency shall require a mcet- 
ine, sooner than the time to 
which the judicatory stancs ad- 
journed, the moderator shall, 
with the concurrence. or at the 
request of two ministers and two 
elders, the elders being of dif- 
ferent congreations, call ameet- 
ing of the presbytery, by a cir- 
cular letter sent to every minis- 
ter, and to the session of every 
vacant congregation having a 
right to send a representative to 
the judicatory, in due time pre- 
vious to the meeting ; which 
time shall be ascertained and re 
corded by each presbytery, and 
shall not be less than ten days: 
and nothing shall be transacted, 
at such special meeting, besides 
the particular business for which 
the judicatory has been thus con- 
vened. 

Secr. VIT. Ateach meeting 
of presbytery, a sermon shall be 
delivered, if convenient ; and 
every particular session shall be 
opened and concluded’ with 
prayer: The roll shail be called, 
and the meeting recorded by the 
clerk, who shall enter the names 
of the members present, and 
also of those ministers who are 
absent. 


Chap. X—Of the Synodical As- 
sembly. 

Sect. I. AS a presbytery is 
the convention of the bishops 
and elders, within a certain dis- 
trict ; so a synod is the conven- 
tion of several presbyteries, 
within a larger district. 
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Sect. Il. The synod have pows 
er to admit and judge of appeals 
regularly brought up from the 
presbyteries 5 to give their judg- 
ment on all references, and eC 
clestastical cases, made to them: 
to review the presbytery books « 
to redress whatever. hath fide 
done by presbyteries contrary to 
order ; to take effectual care that 
presbyteries observe the consti. 
tutions of the church ; to make 
such regulations, for the beneft 
of their whole body, and of the 
presby terres and churches under 
their care, as shall be agreeable 
to the word of God, and not cop- 
trudictory to the decisions of the 
general assembly, and to pro- 
pose, tothe general assembly, 
for their adoption such measures 
as may be of common advantage 
to the whole church. 


Chapt. XL—Of the General As- 
sembly. 


Sect. I. THE general assem- 
bly is the highest judicatory of 
the presbyterian church ; and 
shall represent, in one body, all 
the particular churches of this 
| denomination ; and shall bear 
the style and title of Zhe General 
Assembly of the Presbyteriar 
Church in the United States 4 
America. 

Sect. II. The general assem- 
bly shall consist of an equal 
delegation of bishops and elders 
from each presbytery, in the fol- 
lowing proportion, viz. Each 
presbytery, consisting of not 
more than six ministers shall 
send one minister and one elder: 
each presbytery, consisung ° 
more than six ministers and net 
more than twelve, shall sent 
two ministers and two elders 5 
and in like proportion, for every 
six ministers, in any presbytery: 
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And these delegates, so appoint- 
ed, shall bear the title of Com- 
missioners to the General Assem- 
bly. 

Sect. IIIT. Any fourteen, or 
more. of these commissioners. 
one half of whom shall be min- 
isters, being met, on the day 
and at the place appointed. shall 
be competent to forin a general 
assembly, and to proceed to bu- 
siness. 

Sect. [V. The assembly shail 
receive and issue all appeals and 
references, which may be regu- 
larly brought before them from 
the inferior judicatories ; they 
shall review the minutes and 
proceedings of every synod. to 
approve or censure them : 
they shall give their advice and 
Instructions, in all other cases 
submitted to them; and they 
shall also constitute the bond of 
union, peace. correspondence, 
and mutual confidence, among 
all our churches, 

Sect. V. To the assembly 
also belongs the power of con- 
sulting, reasoning, and judging, 
in controversies respecting ¢doc- 
trine and discipline ; of reprov- 
ing, warning, or bearing testimo- 
ny against error in doctrine, or 
immorality in practice, in any 
church, presbytery, or synod ; 
of corresponding with foreign 
churches; of putting a stop to 
schismatical contentions, and 
disputations ; and, in general, of 
recommending and attempting 
reformation of manners ; wend of 
promoting charity, truth and 
holiness, through all the chur- 
ches ; and of erecting new sy- 
nods, when they judge it neces- 
Sary. 

Sect. VI. Before any over- 
lures or regulations, proposed 
by the assembly to be estab- 





Extracts from the Minutes, &c. 299 


lished as standing rules, shall 
be obligatory on the churches, 
it shall be necessary to transmit 
them to all the presbyteries, 
and to receive the returns of, at 
least, a majority of the presby- 
leries, ia writing, approving 
thereof. 
(To be Continued.) 
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Extracts from the Minutes of the 
General Assembly of the Pres- 
byterian Church, held at Phi- 
ladelphia, May i8th, 1809. 


HE General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, 
in the United States of America, 
met, agreeably to appointment, 
in the First Presbyterian 
Church, in the City of Philadel- 
phia. at 11 o’clock A. M. and 
was opened by the Rev. Dr. 
Philip Milledoler, the Modera- 
tor of the last Assembly, witha 
sermon. from Matthew 
45—47 inclusive, “ Who thenis 
a faithful and wise servant, whon 
his lord hath made ruler over his 
houschold, to give them meat in 
due season ? Blessed ts that ser- 
vant whom his lord, when he com- 
eth. shall find so doing. Verily I 
say unto you, That he shall make 
him ruler over all his goods.” 
The committee appointed to 
digest and form the information 
received on the state of religion, 
into a connected narrative, 
brought in their report ; which, 
beiny amended, was adopted, 
and is as follows ; 
The General Assembly once 
more approach the churches 
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under their care, that they may 
lay before them a_ condensed 
narrative of the state of religion 
within their bounds. ~ 

The dealings of God with us, 
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brethren, during the past year, 
call for renewed emotions of 
wonder, love, and praise. He 
has not left himself without a 
witness amongst us; the east, 
the west, the north, and the 
south can testify ; for in them 
all his stately footsteps may be 
seen. In answer to the prayers 
of his peopie, he has come down 
like dew upon the mown grass, 
and like showers that water the 
earth ; and we are happy to 
state that his glory is yet pass- 
ing before us, and that his pow- 
er and grace are still displayed, 
in the conviction and conversion 
of sinners, as well as in building 
up his people in thelr most 
holy faith. ‘These are the great 
outlines of our situation ; to the 
more particular description of 
which we now call your atten- 
tion. 

{t is with peculiar pleasure, 
then, that we state, that peace 
and harmony, so ornamental and 
recessary to the Christian 
church, have prevailed in the 

A past year, with but few excep- 
ay tions, throughout our bounds ; 
a that the worship of God has been 
generally and respectfully at- 
tended in our churches ; that 
a the distinguishing doctrines of 

 @ grace have been wel! received, 
and, In many instances, have 
been attended with great and 
visiblesuccess. Although from 
the great extent of late revivals 
and the numbers received into 
our ehurch, there was reason to 
fear that many tares were inter- 
spersed with the harvest, yet we 
are happy to state that instances 
of apostacy have seldom. occur- 
red, 
_ The leading features that 
have characterized our churches 
Curing the last year, have, we 
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apprehend, been a growin 
thirst for divine knowledge, ang 
an Increased attachment to the 
distinguishing doctrines of 
grace. Family visitation and 
the catechetical instruction of 
our beloved youth, have doubt. 
less contributed in a great de- 
gree to excite, as well as to sa- 
tisfy, this desire. We are hap- 
py to state that catechetical in- 
struction has been attended to 
during the last year, with per- 
haps greater assiduity, than has 
ever been witnessed amongst 
us; and we are persuaded that 
its results will be highly favora- 
ble to the dearest interests of 
the church of God in our coun- 
try. Deeply impressed witha 
conviction that holiness becom- 
eth his house forever, the chur- 
ches ef Christ have turned their 
attention, with increasing care, 
to the support of a wise and sa- 
lutary discipline. Societies for 
diffusing evangelical truth have 
been organized, and are now in 
operation ; Bibles and smuil re- 
ligious tracts have been exten: 
sively distributed. Praying s0- 
cieties, formerly established, 
have been maintained, whilst 
many new ones have been at- 
dec. These institutions, by 
calling into exercise the Jatent 
gifts and graces of the people ot 
God, in an essential part of his 
worship, as well as in promoting 
zeal and brotherly love, have 
served as nurseries of the 
church, and have produced, and 
are producing, almost incredible 
effects upon the moral and rel 
gious state of the community: 
The presbytery of Long Isl- 
and has experienced a Very 
general revival from the pre 
sence of the Lerd. The Pres 
byteries of Albany and Hudson, 
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‘nsome of their congregations, 
have been visited with divine 
ialuence from on high ; whilst 
,jarge district of Last-Jersey, 
swell as its extreme in the 
yest, has known. or is learning, 
ty know, the almighty power of 
God. Acknowledged infidels, 
and practical unbelievers, who 
so lately eyed the cross with 
malignity, and its adherents 
with contempt, are now seen, in 
considerable numbers, cloathed, 
and in their right minds, at the 
feet of Jesus; whilst the poor, 
dissipated prodigal, who so late- 
ly was a burthen to himself and 
tothe world, is seen returning 
to his father’s house, or already 
encircled in his father’s arms. 
Those parts of the chureh which 
were favored, with revivals in 
former years, appear to be se- 
eurmg the advantages they have 
gained, and to be gathering in 
the gleantngs of the vintage ; 
whilst bodily agitations, where 
they had appeared, have almost 
wholly subsided, and have given 
place to calm inquiry into the 
great and leading doctrines of 
the gospel. 

The Assembly have observ- 
ed with pleasure that the vari- 
osmissions under their direc- 
tion, have been prosecuted with 
exemplary diligence and fideli- 
ly,and with a measure of suc- 
cess calculated to rejoice the 
hearts of those who have contri- 
buted of their worldly substance 
to the support of this great ob- 
ject, and to engage them toa 
continuance of their liberality. 
Through the instrumentality of 
these missions, not only a large 
Population of our own citizens 
Who would otherwise remain 
almost wholly destitute of the 
B°Spel, have its doctrines and 
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ordinances dispensed to them ; 
but several Indian tribes have 
the invaluable blessings of civili- 
zation and the Christian religion 
brought within theirreach ; and 
the unhappy children of Africa 
are also greeted with those glad 
tidings of salvation to which, in 
a Christian country, they have a 
peculiar ciaim. 

But whilst events of a pros- 
perous nature are recounted 
with pleasure, itis the duty of 
this Assembly, to inform the 
churches, that circumstances 
have occurred of an opposite 
description, and such as onght 
to be considered as highly cala- 
mitous and distressing. They 
have learned with regret, that, 
whilst several parts oi our coun- 
try have recently been supplied 
with a gospel ministry, and the 
rerular administration of ordi- 
nances, others in these respects 
are in an exceedingly destitute 
situation, “ The harvest truly 
is great, but the laborers ure 
few ;” pray ye, brethren, the 
Lord of the harvest that he 
would send forth laborers into 
his harvest. In a portion of 
country of some extent, em- 
braced within the bounds of the 
synod of Kentucky, we are sor- 
ry to learn that a spirit of fane- 
ticism propagating the most 
paipable errors, as well as ip- 
subordination to the constituted 
authorities of our church, has 
greatly prevailed. In conse- 
quence of this, some of our con- 
gregations have been torn by 
intestine divisions, and are yet 
bleeding at every pore. ‘the 


Assembly conceive that they 
cannot do justice to their own 
feclings on this occasion, or to 
the cause of Christ, without no- 
ticing in terms of high disap- 
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probation so ruinous a departure 
from duty ; they hold out at the 
saine time the hand of concille- 
tion to their erring brethren. 
and invite a speedy return to 
the good order and discipline of 
eur church. 

In addition to the above, the 
Assembly have heard with pain 
of the prevalence, in some parts 
of their bounds, of a form of re- 
ligion without its power, as well 
as of vice and immorality.— 
Lukewarmness detested by the 
head of the church, intemper- 
ance ingulphing every social and 
domestic virtue, an awful profa- 
nation of the sabbath, sports and 
unlawful games, hke so many 
ensigns of death, have appeared, 
assailing the kingdom of Christ, 
and strengthening the empire of 
his foes. Whiist we are un- 
doubtedly called to mourn over 
these evils, we are equally called 
to counteract them ; “ the wea- 
pons of our warfare are not car- 
nal, but mighty through God, 
and shall finally prevail.” * For 
“Aion’s sake, therefore, will we 
not hold our peace, and for Je- 
rusalem’s sake we will not rest. 
until the righteousness thereof 
go forth as brightness, and the 
salvation thereof as a lamp that 
burneth.” 

From the accounts received 
from our sister churches of Con- 
necticut and Vermont, it appears 
that the great head of the church 
has manifested toward them, du- 
ring the last year, the most sig- 
nal interpositions of divine love 
and mercy. Yale College has 
been visited, and a number of 
her sons have been hopefully 
gathered into the bosom of the 
church. Many towns and villa- 
es, in both of these States, 
have felt, ina very uncetnmon 
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degree, the power of SOver 





‘ Eloy 71 
eVPAace 5 and ACCESSIONS to theis refi 
communion have been exceed, ci 
ingly numerous. Infidelity j a 
coufounded, or retires from the sot 
public eye. Characters distin- a 
rulshed by talents, learning, mo. ml 
rals, and property, have been de 
led publiciy to profess them. su 
selves the disciples of our Lord. Ww 


A knowledge of the holy serip- 1a 


tures is diffusing itself far and 1. 
wide. We are also inforned, cl 
that distinguished revivals of re. be 
ligion have existed in several c! 
parts of Massachusetts, and tha n 
hopeful appearances have ako C 


begun in New Hampshire and 

in the District of Maine. b 
Ona review of the whole in- c 

formation we have received, the U 

Assembly take their stand at the J 


foot of the cross, and rejoice In i 
the wonders of redeeming love. ( 

If the state of religion in the 
churches under their care, had ! 


even been generally dark and 
unpromising, though they might 
mourn over the ingratitude oi 
man, they could not cease to 
confide in the faithfulness of 
God. But in justly deserved 
wrath, our God has remembe!- 
ed mercy ; once more he has 
riven us abundant cause to glo- 
rify his name, and to rejolte 
with trembling. 

We have only to add our al 
dent prayer, that the angel fly: 
ing through the midst of heaven; 
having the everlasting gospel : 
freach to every kindred an 
tongue, may soon reach the “~ 
most bounds of his destination * 
that every obstacle that tg 
impede his flight, or sy 

ay be speedily remo 
progress may = me 
ved, and that the knowle I 
Christ may soon cover the . we 
as the waters fili the sea. \°™ 





- 
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quickly 3 ‘Amen. Even so, 
comes a Jesus.” 
—<=>—-- 

The committee to which was 
referred the report on the ap- 
pointment of a day of thanksgi- 
ViNgs brought in the following 
report, W hich was adopted. 

W hereas it has pleased Al- 
mighty God, in his wise provi- 
dence, to avert, 1n a great mea- 
sure, the temporal judgments 
which threatened us during the 
Jast year ; and whereas the in- 
terests Of religion are advan- 
cing, so as to fiillthe hearts of 
believers with gladness; and to 
encourage them in hopes of 
more copious outpourings of 
God’s spirit : 

Therefore, resolved, that it 
be,and it hereby is, recommend- 
ed to the several coneregations 
under the care of the General 
Assembly, that they do respect- 
ively set apart the fourth ‘Thurs- 
dayin August next, asa day ot 

sulemn thanksgiving and prayer; 
a wes on sald day, the mem- 
bers of our different — 
tions throughout the United 
States, do abstain from unneces- 
sary worldly labor and recrea- 
tions, and meet in their several 
places of pui.lic worship, for the 
purpose of rendering their uni- 
tel praise and thanksgiving to 
Almighty God, for the distin- 
guished and unmerited blessings 
with which be has visited our 
country, and the churches in 
cur land, during the year past: 

And that it be further recom- 
mended to the congregations so 
assembled, humbly to implore 
the great Head of the church, 
that he would establish the peace 
and prosperity of our country, 
Visit his churches with still more 
Copious effusions of his blessed 
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Spirit, throughout this and every 
other land ; that sinners may be 
turned from darkness to light, 
und from the power of Satan un- 
to God ; that professors of re- 
ligion may walk worthy of the 
vocation wherewith they are 
called ; that the heathen may 
be given to Christ for an inheri- 
tance, and the uttermost parts 
of the earth for a possession ; 
and that the ends thereof may 
speedily see the salvation of 
God. 
———— 

The Committee to which the 
pastoral letter had been commit- 
ted, submitted to the Assembly 
the following resoluiion, which, 
being read, was adopted. 

Whereas the book of disci- 
pline states that children, born 
within the pale of the visible 
church and dedicated to God in 
baptism, are under the inspec- 
tion and government of the 
church, and specifies various 
important particulars, in which 
that inspection and governinent 
should be exercised, as also di- 
rects the mode, in which they 
shall be treated, if they do not 
perform the duties of church 
members ; and whereas there is 
reason to apprehend, that many 
of our congregations neglect to 
catechise the children that have 
been admitted to the sealing or- 
dinance of baptism, and do not 
exercise suitable discipline over 
them : Therefore, 

Resolved, That the different 
Presbyteries within our bounds 
are hereby directed to enquire of 
the different sessions, whether 
a proper pastoral care be exer- 
cised over baptized children in 
their congregations, that they 





learn the principles of religion, 
'and walk in newness of life be- 
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fore God ; and that said Presby- 
teries do direct all sessions that 
are delinquent in this respect, to 
attend to it carefully and with- 
out delay. 


——— SS 





The committee appointed to | 
report on the establishment of a | 
society for procuring and distri- | 
buting religious tracts, reported | 
the following resolution, which 
was adopted. 

Resolved, That, whereas it | 
appears to this Assembly, that | 

e . { 
great and increasing good hath | 
| math | 
accrued to the church of Christ, | 

} 
| 
| 


| 
| 


by the distribution of small, | 
cheap, religious tracts ; it 1s | 
hereby carnestly recommended, 
that each synod take measures 
for establishing as many rell- 
gious tract-societies within their 
bounds, by the associating of one | 
or more presbyteries, as may be 
most convenient for this pur- 
pose ; and that such societies | 
tay adopt such plan, for carry- | 


i 





| Ashbel Green, YD. D, Robert 


| cey, Moses Hoge, Robert ¢. 





[Ats, 


ing into effect the object of thi 
. , a 
resolution, as nhiay be MOst ‘a 
ducive, in their Judemen; . 
’ 


this end. 


The Rev. Messrs, Sam, 
Blatchford, D. D. David te 


gins, Aaron Woolworth 
nel Miller, D. D. Jose 


€ 
; Sams 
HM. 
pa Clark, 


Cathcart, John M‘Millan, D, p 
Themas E. Hughes, Drury Las 





Wilson, James Blythe, William 
Turner, and James Hall, D. 0, 
were appointed a standing com 
mittee, to certify the good quali. 
fications of the preachers trave}. 
ling to officiate in the bounds of 
the General Association of the 
State of Connecticut; and it 
was, moreover, agreed, that any 
preacher travelling as aforesaid, 
shall have at least the name of 


' one of the committee who shall 


belong to the synod from whose 
bounds he eame. 


——er. te 


Agreeably to an order of the General Assembly, the following 
view is given of the state of the churches under their cate; li 
which is shown the names of ministers, congregations, licentlates, 


and, as far as was practicable, the 


sums collected, during the last 


. ° : . ° he aclyye 
year, for the missionary and commissioners’ funds, by the preso} 


teries, and by the congregations. 


It will be observed, that from 


some presbyteries no reports have been this year received ; and no 
proper documents being at hand, the names of the ministers and 
congregations belonging to these presbyteries are omitted. 

The General Assembly have under their jurisdiction, 7 synods 
52 presbyterles, and | association ; viz. 


Presbyterics 4. Min. Con. 


Columbia, 10 15 

Albany, . 2 

1. Synod of Albany. < Oneida, 7 " 
{| Geneva, 14 3 


{ Middle association 17 no Report. 
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© 
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Presbyteries 4. Min. Con. 


Long Island, 16 17 
JJ, Synod of New-York and j Hudson, 16 21 
New-Jersey. New-York, 29 27 
New-Brunswick, 22 32 
Presbyteries 6. 
Philadelphia, 18 28 
New-Castle,; 20 34 
3 ; Carlisle, 21 32 
J. Synod of Philadelphia. Laisa 4 19 
Baltimore, 10 ¥ 
Huntingdon, 14 36 
Presbyteries 5. 
( Redstone, 16 §=688 
| Ohio, 22 37 
IV. Synod of Pittsburg. < Erie, 12 $3 
‘| Hartford, 9 29 
Lancaster, 5 24, 
Presbyteries 4. 
Hanover, 9 18 
Pee Abingdon, no Report. 
V. Synod of Virginia. Lexington, 13 24 
Winchester, 7 2 
Presbyteries 5. 
Transylvania, 20 24, 
VI. Synod of Kentucky. West Lexington, 9 1g 
Washington, 12 35 
Presbyteries 6. 
Orange, 15 36 


Ist Pres. S. Carolina, 16 3k 


VIF. Synod of the Caro- J 2d Pres. S. Carolina, 9 23 
linas. Concord, 14 29 
Unino, 11 16 

Hopweell, no Report. 


From the Adviser. 


Vermont Misstonary Socr- 


ETY. | 


T is conceived expedient that 
the following Constitution 
should be laid before our readers 
Insuch season, that they may 
have opportunity to become ac- 
Vor. II. No. 8. 





quainted with its principles, and 
decide respecting joining the 
Missionary Society before the 
annual meeting in September. 
A few remarks concerning the 
origin of the Society will not, it 
is presumed, be unacceptable. 

‘“ The Consociation of the 
Western Districts of Vermont,” 
consisting of an annual delega- 


tion from a considerable portion 
Pp 
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of the churches on the west side 
of the mountain, had for many 
years directed their attention 
to the Missionary Interest. 
‘Their business was conducted 
by a smali committee ; and, af- 
ter the division of the Consocia- 
tion, by a joint committee. 


Their resources were the occa-[ 


sional donations of individuals 
and the voluntary contributions 
ef churches and’ societies. In 
1807 a Missionary Society was 
contemplated, to consist of the 
two Consociations, but many 
inconveniences presented them- 
selves, and it is happy, that the 
plan failed. As the religious in- 
tcrests of the State In some mea- 
sure concentred in the general 
convention, it was deemed high- 
ly desirable that this body shouid 
constitute the Missionary So- 


ciety. The subject was propo- | 


sed to the Convention, at their 
meeting In Middlebury, Sep- 
tember 2d, 1807. Without a 
prospect of being able to sup- 
ply. but a very small proportion 
of the vacancies in the State, 
end with a desire to co-operate 
with cther Societies rether than 


give their efforts a. different di-} 


recticn, the Convention wunani- 
smously resolved’ themselves into 
iu MissionarRy Society ; and, 
jor want of Ume to mature a 
constitution, appoinied_ twelve 
‘Lrustees to conduct the business 
discretionally the first year, and 
to report the draft of a constitu- 
tion to the next annual meeting. 
The draft of a constitution was 
accordingly submitted to the 
Society for adoption at their an- 
nual meeting in Windsor, Sept. 
6,1808, Witha hope of more 
extensive usefulness, the Socie- 
ty at this meeting resolved s0 
far to depart {rom their original 
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ditions, 








[Ate> 


plan, as to open a door for ag. 
mitting to membership all the 
friends of evangelical truth, who 
were disposed to add a smal] 
contribution to their funds, The 


proposed Constitution Was 
therefore amended and finally 
adopted as follows. 


Epitoks. 


Constitution of the Vermont My. 
sionary Society. 


Art. lL The Gencral Con. 


| vention of Congregational and 


Presbyterian Ministers in the 
State of Vermont, together with 
such persons. as may associate 
with them agreeably to the con- 
hereafter prescribed, 
shall constitute a Society by the 
name and styleof the VERmonr 
MisstonaRy SOCIETY. 

II. The object and design of 
this Society shall be the promo- 
tion of the Christian religion, by 
disseminating evangelical truth 
in destitute settlements. 

lil. The Society, at an annu- 
al meeting, may admit any per- 
son to membership on condition 
of his forwarding his name to the 
Secretary, advancing two dol- 
lars, and becoming responsible 
to pay one dollar, at the com- 
meucement of each succeeding 
year: or they may. admit any 


- person to membership for life on 
his edvancing at entrance ten 


dollars. 

1V. There shall be annually 
clected twelve Trustees, (six of 
whom shall be clergymen and 


six laymen,) whose duty it shall 
be to appoint and direct Mission~ 


aries ; elect a Treasurer, Secre- 


tary and Auditor in case of va 


cancy, or a Secretary agai 
pore in case of absence; ane 


take ail measures. necessary to: 
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effect {he purposes of the So- 
ciety. It shall be the: duty of the 
Trustees to make to the Socie- 
ty, at edch annual meeting; a 
summary report of their pro- 
ceedings during the past -year.; 
and also, when required, to ex- 
hibit for inspection their’*book of 
records. 

V. Thetime and place forthe 
first meeting of the Trustees 
shall be annually appointed by 
the Society. Three persons 
shall always be necessary to con- 
Stitute a quorum of the Trus- 
tees, but a less number may ad- 
journ from time to time tll a 
quorum is assembled. 

VI. The Trustees are autho- 
rized to appoint a Gommiittee of 
Missions, and:such other Com- 
mittees as they may deem neces- 
sary, the more conveniently to 
effect the objects; for which the 
Society was instituted. 

Vil. Fhe Society shall annu- 
ally elect a Secretary, wiose-du- 
ty it shall be to keep a fair record 
of their proceedings, who shall 
also be Secretary of the board of 
Trustees and draw orders.on the 
Treasurer according to their di- 
rection. 


VIII. The Society shall annu- 


ally appoint some layman, Trea- 
surer, who shall give bonds, if 
réquired, to the satisfaction of 
the Trustees for the faithful exe- 


cution of his office. It shall be. 


the duty of the Treasurer to an- 
swer all orders drawn by the 
Secrétary and countersigned by 
one of the ‘Lrustees, and annu- 
ally exhibit to the Society regu- 
larly audited an account of re- 
ceipts and expenditures. 

IX. The Society shall also an- 
nually appoint an Auditor of the 
Treasurer’s accounts ; and one 
or more persons in-each county 





Vermont Missionary Sociciu. 207 


tosolicit and receive donations, 
and transmit them to the Trea- 
surer. 

X. The officers of the Socicty 
shall enter on the duties of their 
respective offices, on the day ap- 
pointed for the first meeting (te 
be considered the annual meet- 
ing) of the Trustees. 

XI. The Society shall have 
power to appoint such additional 
Officers and make such byc- 
laws aS are not inconsistent with 
the provisions of this Constiiu- 
tion. 

XIT. An annual meeting of 
the Society shall be holden, at 
the same place, in whrich the 
General Convention meet, on 
the Thursday following the first 
Tuesday in September, at-nine 
o'clock in the morniueg. 

XU. No alteration shail be 
made in this constitution unless 
the amendment shell have been 
proposed in writing, at an annu- 
al meeting, and adopted, at a 
subsequent annual mecting, by 
two thirds of the members pre- 
sent. 


‘OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY. 


Rev. G. C. Lyman, Moderator. 
Rev. Thomas A. Merrill, Sec’ry. 
Seth Storrs, Esq. Freasurer. 

Samuel Mattocks, Esq. Auditor. 


TRUSTEES. 


Rev. M. Tullar, Chairman. 
Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. 
Rev. Gershom C. Lyman, 
Rev. Lemuel Haynes. 

Rev. Jedidiah Bushnell, 

Rev. Thomas A. Merrill, Sec. 
Hon, Moses Robinson. 

Hon. Elisha Eilis. 

Seth Storrs, £sq. 

Samuel Miller, Esq. 


xv 
i 














308 Dialogue between two Young Men. 
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Charles Marsh, Esq. fane in my speech, as I find you , 
Deac. Nathan Cooledge. now are. Cc 
: B. But if this be not the ef. bu 
COMMITTEE oF missions. | fects of a fright, do tell me from thi 
whence it comes? Are there m 

Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. any new truths come into the tic 
Rev. Marim Tullar. world ? W 
Rev. Jedidiah Bushnell. 4. I} have neither heard nor y' 
Rev. Thomas A. Merrill. do I expect to hear ofany. jd h 
Samuel Miller, Esq. truths, which I once despised t! 
have excited my attention. | is 

a have been enabled to hear the C 

voice of reason and conscience, ( 

Dialogue between two Young and these led me to examine the 
Men, one of whom had reform- | word of God, by which means [ { 


ed from a Vicious Life. 


B penne morning, sir, I 
’ have not for some time, 


seen you at our old place of ren- 
dezvous and hear that you have 
become a very pious man. Can 
you tell me how piety feels, and 
what is to be gained by it ? 


have new views on many im- 
portant subjects. 

B. You say you was enabled ; 
but were you not alwaysa ra- 
tional creature ? Had you not 
a conscience ? did you not pos- | 
sess the scriptures ? 

A, True, I had the powers of 
reason, and conscience, and a 








A. I wish to obtain piety, but 
without a reformation greater 
than the present, I cannot claim 
the title of a pious man. 

B£. And what is it frightens 
you. 

A. Yam not frightened. The 
sins we have committed togeth- 
er were great, and it is strange 


kind of belief in the scriptures, 
still I disregarded them. You 
know that we have both lived in 
disobedience to the word of God. 
I have seen you when both of 
us trembled under a sense of our 
guilt. If you cannot recollect 
I will point you to the time— 
And how should you and I have 


at 


we were not afraid at the time 
ui of committing them. At pre- 
sent I feel no consternation. It 
f is pity rather than fear which I 
c feel. 

B. What ! do you pity your- 
self so soon ? 

A. No itis you, my old friend, 
mn whom I pity. The manner in 
Mi which you address me excites 

my compassion. 
7 B. But if you are not fright- 
ah ened whence comes this change 

Hi in your appearance? And in 
i ot your language? for there are 

some words * * * * * * * * * * * 


A. I must confess I was pro- 


felt, after we escaped the officer 
who brings criminals to justice, 
if we had been instantly sum- 
moned before the bar of God? 

B. Indeed, that is a point to 
which I have notattended. You 
said you were enabled. Whence 
did this come if you always had 
the powers of reason and con- 
science ? 

A, Should I tell you it was by 
the assistance of the Spirit of 
God, would you not deny and 
endeavor to ridicule me ! 

B. I might deny, but I would 
not ridicule, for I see you speak 
sincerely. 


pes ‘ 


~n 
rns eres 
wae ite et 


ee ee oe ame ae | ei i ee Be 
" 23 ete ra ee a $ 


Py Spee. A 
ot oF 
aonnd 


oe 
ot geen pp oot: 
~ 


aga Wer Cota 
5 Arete 

=“ 

— 


ee eet 





as MED pe 
Sa eee 
1 a AR a, 
See ETRE. 
tet Stee 


ST abd Mee a 
gb at =F 


——o - 


tn nig Ae 


a 
ere eee 
4 


pli onan 
OS PRT HE os, 


- net 
orea ce, 


Ae ee 
je a et pe 


PPL ral eee oie OFS 
~~ 


a Ce ee 
Ph, ae y 


AE ET 
ae ‘ 
Eg 


Ss _- — 
+ . 
Bt mt 
ne 
nt ee 
> oe 


a 
; at 
7. Haan 


ad 





a, 








1909.J Dialogue between two Young Men. $09 


A. It was by the Spirit of 
God, that I was not only enabled, 
but powerfully constrained to 
think of the truth and my own 
miserable state. ‘The instruc- 
tions of reason and conscience 
were sufficient to condemn me ; 
yet these I did not regard. My 
heart so effectually opposed the 
truth, that I was ready to say it 
is without evidence. So will 
every obdurate sinner say, un- 
(il, in the day of God’s power, 
heis made to tremble, and forced 
to hear the truth. 

B. Have you seen sucha day? 

A. I humbly hope that I have. 

B. How did you obtain that 
power from God ? 

A. It was the sovereign grace 
of God, which moved him by 
his‘own power to open my eyes, 
and teach me my sin, guilt and 
danger. 

B. And what moved him to be 
so kind to you, as it is evident 
you think he was? 

A. Ah! you have come to 
a deep subject: what moved 
him? Here angels and men 
ought to cease their enquiries. 
He is a sovereign God. Se- 
cret things belong un to the 
Lord. In some few instances, 
he hath revealed the motives 
by which his counsels were 
determined ; but generally he 
is silent on this subject. The 
frail and sinful minds of crea- 
tures could not comprehend if 
an attempt was made to reveal 
them. None can comprehend 
the resources of an infinite na- 
ture, or the events which can 
and may'take place through an 
eternity to come. Until these 
are understood, it 1s impossible 
to answer the question, What 
moved him ? You and J are but 
atoms inthe universe which he 








upholds : How he may use us 


| in the ages to come, for his own 
| glory, must remain secret until 


it is disclosed by the event. 
Why he gave his Son to die, 
that some of the guilty chil- 
dren of men might become sons 
of glory, and why the angels, 
Which kept not their first estate, 
but left their own habitation, are 
reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness unto the judg- 
ment of the last day: Why 
some men believe, and others 
are left in impenitence, are ques- 
tions which you must propose at 
the throne of God for informa- 
tion. But be not too inquisitive ; 
approach not that throne pre- 
sumptuously. Remember what 
he hath said, * Be stillhand know 
thatI am God.” Therefore ask 
me,not, What moved him ? 

B. I did not mean to be pre- 
sumptuous. But you said, he 
was pleased to shew you your 
own sin and guilt. What sin 
and guilt have you, with which 
you was not always acquainted ? 

A. Lalways supposed myself 
a sinner, at the same time I 
understood nothing of the na- 
ture or guilt of sin. An injury 
to my own interest and peace [ 
always dreaded; .but of the 
wickedness of dishonoring God, 
I never, until of late, had any 
conception, and now I sce that 
in this the exceeding sinfulness 
of sin consists. You asked 
what those sins are with which 
I was not formerly acquainted ? 
I did neither think of God nor 
love him ; I was opposed to his 
holy nature, law, providence and 
government: When urged by 
the dispensations of his provi- 
dence, it pained me to think of 
his presence and I was unwilling 
he should be my judge: In the 
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duties of religion I had no satis- 
faction, neither had I any love 
or justice to men, except where 
I expected to receive benefit 
from their connexion. I looked 
to the creatures rather than to 
the Creator for my happiness. 
These things I have seen in my- 
self, and they were my sin and 
unhappiness. 

B. You spoke also of your 
guilt and danger, what now do 
you see concerning these ? 

A. I see that I have ever been 


“vile and guilty for not loving, 


obeying and desiring to honor 
God. For this reason all my 
thoughts and actions have been 
wrong. I have been very guilty, 
while I thought nothing of my 
sin. I did noteact from the mo- 
tives by which I ought to have 
been influenced ; neither had I 
the pure, holy and humble tem- 
per inculcated by the precepts 
and example of Christ. A state 
of guilt, is “ that in which men 
are justly chargeable with 
crimes.” And was I not crimi-’ 
nal in thus treating a God of in- 
finite excellency and my daily 
preserver ¢ Whether, at the’ 
time, I did, or did notsee, it al- 
ters not the case: Allow that I 
did not see ; it was my ewn sin 
which prevented. 

8. But you speak of danger 
also: Can you think there is 
much danger under the govern- 
ment of a God who is almighty | 
and infinitely good ? 

4. Have you not felt yourself 
at sometimes in danger, and did 
you not tremble ? 

B. I have. 

4. And was it not under the 
same government ? | 

B. That I shall not deny. 

4. How couldthis be ? 


Dialogue between two Young Men. 
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world, but I meant danger { 
the world to come. xs 

A. Will not that be 
another 
this ? 

B. it may be, but I have al. 
ways conceived there was more 
mercy for men en the other than 
on this side of the crave, 

A. Likely, but I suspect this 
to be a delusion of ignorance 
and impenitence. You ask what 
is the danger of sin? It is ¢op. 
nected with pain by the unchan- 
geable laws of nature, both in 
this and the world to come. Did 
you ever commit a sin without 
some disagreeable consequences 
ensuing, either immediately o 
afterwards ? Did you ever sin 
wilfully without some succeed. 
ing pains of conscience ? 

£B. 1 cannot say that I ever 
did. 

A. These evils are the danger 


t be just jn 
world which is just jy 


of sin which ! have felt. Andcan 
| you assign a reason why it may 





#. Oh! We are now in this 


not be so in another life ! 

B. I cannot. 

A. 1 have now mentioned the 
natural consequences of sin: 
But in another state, for his own 
glory and the display of his jus- 
tice, God may awfully add to 
them, by means we cannot now 
conceive, so that all his threat: 
enings will be fulfilled. These 
views of the subject have led 
me to attempt a reformation of 
life. 

B. You disceurse rationally, 
although I cannot yet see as you 
do. The time calls us to our 
respective employments, We 
will converse again on these 
jects. 

a+ Oe 
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soR THE CONNECTICUT MAGA- 
ZINE. 


History of a Religious Tract. 
ROSSING a ferry in the 


state of Connecticut, some 
time the last year, a circum- 
stance occurred which placed 
in so striking a light, to my 
mind, at least, the“ utility of 
dispersing religious _ tracts 
among the poor,” that I could 
yot but consider this method of 
making public what f then wit- 
nessed and experienced, a du- 
ty by no means to be dispensed 
with. 
In shoving off from the shore, 
I perceived our ferryman, (a ne- 
ev0,) to be out of temper on ac- 
count of some fishing or fowling 
boats which had occupied the 
common landing-place in such a 
manner, as to compel us to pass 
farther round than usual, er in- 
conveniently crowd between 
them and the wharf, Our sto- 
machiaul Charon preferred the 
later ; and in accomplishing 
his object, evidently strove to 
revenge himself by an effort to 
upset one of their boats. While 
pressing the oar with great vio- 
lence upon it, I observed a gun 
ving in a direction so exactly 
pointed at me, and so disturbed 
by contact with the oar, tangled 
sites, ropes, &c. as seemingly 
© threaten an immediate dis- 
charge of its contents into my 
brain! Instantaneously to drop 
into the bottom of our own boat, 
Was my only hamay refuge, un- 


i 
til we were completely disenza-_ 


ged from that of the enemy, ? 
The next outward act was to 

ent my disapprobation of the 

ferry man’s conduct, in warm and 





‘pressive language, such as 


notwithstanding my hastiness, E 
thought on the whole best cal- 
culated to deter him from simi- 
lar imprudence in future. 

He replied, with a tremendous 
oath, that those boats had no bu- 
sines in the landing place, and 
he would sink them when he 
went back. “ You can do what 
you please, when you go back,” 
(I refoined with unabated spirit) 
“ but you have no right to run 
such risques with /assengers. 
I never, in all my life before, 
considered myself in such instant 
danger. It is owing to the spe- 
cial kindness of Divine Provi- 
dence alone, that t am pre- 
served.” 

But I did not exhaust my re- 
sentment upon our sable pilot. 
Something in my own conduct 
had recently called for disap- 
proving reflection. When step- 
ping into the boat, Ff had, Joneh- 
like, vainly attepted to “ flee 
from the presence of the Lord,” 
by sbunning an opportunity of 
speaking to an old acquaintance, 
because EI could not conscien- 
tiously do it, without making 
some remarks of a religious na- 
ture; and because I was too 
proud or too indolent, for such 
basiness, just then; either dis- 
liking the effort, or dreading the 
imputation of folly, enthusiasm, 
methodism, or some other des- 
pised motive.—Q the “ naughti- 
ness,” the astonishing “© naught- 
ness,” of the human heart ! 
But, forever blessed be the Al- 
mighty Former and Redeemer 
of it, that in cis instance, mine 
was so soon and so mercilullg 
corrected. 

* This was also, to me, a new 
occasion for noticing that power- 
ful, over-ruling hand which cass 
from: incidents apparently trivial 
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and common, extract important, 
happy, and most unlook’d-for 
consequences—A delay of a 
few minutes which the perform- 
ance of my duty would have re- 
quired, would in all human pro- 
bability, have removed the ob- 
structions in our passage, and 
permitted me to cross with my 
accustomed tranquillity = but } 
then, the interesting adventure 
which succeeded, and the good 
resulting from it, would not have 
taken place. With the rapidi- 
ty of lightning did these reflec- 
tions now dart through my 
mind. And there was no time 
to be lost. The remainder of 
the passage was to be improved 
in turning to the best account, 
both the incident itself, and my 
own warmth of temper after it. 
An assortment of Tracts was in 
my travelling bag. “ Can you 
read ?” (said I, after a short si- 
lence, to the haughty African,) 
“ Do you know how to read ?” 
“ | hope so,” (replied he, rather 
sullenly,) “ I Aofie so too, but it 
is not every one who can. it is 
a great privilege to be able to 
read the Bzd/e, and learn our du- 
ty from it.”—" I can read and 
write, and cypher too,” added he, 
with an air of importance which 
seemed to give increasing force 
to each fast-repeated stroke of 
the oar, as we glided speedily 
along. ‘ Then you had better 
justice done you, when young | 
than many of your color, and 
you ought to be grateful to God | 
for it. Here isa book for you,” 
(handing No. 10, of the Connec- 
ticut Tracts—containing the sto- 
ry of “ Naimbana the Black 
Prince”— subjects for censi- 
deration,” &c. Hethanked me, 
with no small embarrassment, 


History of a Religious Tract. 





and laid it upon the bench, while 








{Ave 
attending to his usual occupa. 
tion. 

We were now arrived at the 
opposite shore. <A stone from 
the ballast of our boat, placed 
by my own hand Upon the cor. 
ner of the Tract, secured this 
light vehicle of truth from be- 
ing given to the winds and 
waves ;—and, after breathing, 
as I trust, a sincere and fervent 
prayer for the divine blessing on 


{its contents,—the  oecasion — 


and all who were, or might be 
concerned in it,—T jumped upon 
the wharf, joyful indeed, at 2. 
nother instance of common pre. 
servation ; yet humbled, awed, 
by this new display of mingled 
mercy and judgment,—of evil 
and of good,—in a course of 
events which it was impossible 
for me either to foresee or to 
control. 

But for these events, I should 
perhaps, at this time, have cros- 
sed the river as I had often be- 
fore done, in disdainful silence; 
esteeming the occasion an tn- 
promising one for any pious ex- 
ertion, and endeavoring to quiet 
my conscience, by resolving 
such pride or sluggishness in 
my Redeemer’s service, ito a 
pretended regard for his divine 
precept,—* Cast not your pearls 
before swine.” 

A Christian could not after 
this be supposed, for a momett 
during the remainder of the 
journey, wanting in humility, 
in trembling watchfulness for 
providences, and praye ful anx- 
iety in improving them. Even 
for several succeeding months, 
did the recollection of what hed 
so indelibly impressed my min“ 
at the time of its occurrencts 
occasionally call forth the mos 
earnest petitions to Almighty 
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God, for his further blessing up- 
onit, and the most grateful ac- 
knowledgments of his goodness 
in that universal, superintending 
providence, Which permitteth not 
so much as a ** sparrow to fall on 
the ground without our Heaven- 
ly Father.” 

To return to my narrative.— 
Being again, afler the lapse of 
another year, called to repass the 
same ferry. I was struck with 
the altered countenance and de- 
portment of the man who atten- 
ded it. Softened, humbled, res- 
pectful ; he had every appear- 
ance of one who was truly pen- 
itent for past misconduct, and 
determined on present and fu- 
ture reformation. 

When we were all safely em- 
barked, and I had feasted my 
eyes upon the beauty of the sea- 
son, as exhibited upon the sur- 
rounding shore, I enquired how 
he liked the little book, “ £z- 
tronary well,” was his reply. 
“ Folks thinks extro’nary good. 
Gone all round, here. Just got 
home again,” 

“Are there no such books 
here? They are so plenty in a 
neigboring town, it appears to 
me strange indeed, that you 
have had none of them.” 

He assured me this was the 
only one they had ever seen at 
the ferry. (And yet there had 
been nearly an hundred thou- 
sand, of different kinds, printed 
Within a year or two, not many 
Mies distant, and to be sold for 
2 1-2 cents a piece !) 

I then. made a few remarks 
expressive of admiration at the 
excellent character of “ Naim- 
bana,’—and of regret at his 
premature death ; dwelt on the 
probable good which would have 


resulted to his countrymen from 
Vou. Il. No. s, 





his example and instruction, had 
his life been spared ; and added 
such other observations as I 
judged best adapted to make a 
salutary and lasting impression 
upon my dearer. To all which 
he gave profound attention, made 
several very judicious and seri- 
ous remarks, and seemed filled 
with gratitude for the kindness 
I had done him. 

We were quickly on shore 
again, and a happier voyage I 
never performed: Stranze—and 
“ hassing strange” as it. may ap- 
pear to those who “ regard not 
the works of the Lord, nor the 
operations of his hands ;”-——who 
are therefore never thus unex- 
pectedly * built up” by him with 
pure and lasting enjoyment up- 
on apparently trivial, nay, al- 
most contemptible foundations. 
“ Bless the Lord, QO my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits.” 

Who would not firay 2? Who 
wouid not, in faith “ cast” vari- 
ous “bread upon the waters,” 
when such are its blessed re- 
turns ? 


ee 


Revivats of religionin Burx- 
SHIRE, continued, 


O the benevolent mind, fil- 

led with painful sensa- 

tions by reflecting upon the mul- 
titucles in the world who are per- 
ishing for lack of vision, it will 
be very consoling to review the 
numerous promises of the holy 
scriptures, which give assur- 
ance, that the dark places of the 
earth shall be glad for those who 
publish good tidings, and that 
the desert shall rejoice and blos- 
som as the rose. As a partial 
accomplishment of such gra- 
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cious promises, may we not con- 
sider, not only the introduction 
of the Christian religion into 
these American ends of the 
earth, and the establishment of 
evangelical institutions in their 
numerous populous cities; hut 
more minutely, the rise of so 
many fair and flourishing towns, 
the formation of so many Chris- 
tian churches, which walk in the 
jaith and order of the gospel, and 
experience so frequently the 
blessed effusions of the Holy 
Spirit, in that long neglected and 
inhospitable tract in New Eng- 
fand, commonly called THE 
GREEN Wwoops. Asan example 
of these, if not of the first con- 
sideration, the following narra- 
tive of the religious state of 
Wiunpsor*, conveyed to the ed- 
jtor from the Rev. Gorpon 
Dorance, the pastor, will be ac- 
ceptable to our pious readers. 
“It does not appear, either 
from the records of the church, 
or private information, that there 
has ever been a season of gene- 
ral attention to religion among 
the people since the first settle- 
ment of the town, yet there have 
been two seasons of more than 
usual attention to the best 
things. One before, and one 
since my settlement. In the 
vears 1784 and 5, (I am inform- 
cd) appearances were very pro- 
mising in a religious view, and 
not far from 20 were added to 
the church, about that time ; 
some of whom are still with us, 
and hopefully enjoy the com- 
forts of religion. The effects 
of that awakening have been 
lasting. In the winter of 1808, 
when God so remarkably ap- 


a 


* This town was first called 
Gageborourh. 


Conversion of an Infidel. 








[ Avg; 
peared for Zion in some towns 
in this vicinity, we were Not 


wholly passed by, a8 we trust, 
For a time there was a pretty 


general solemnity on the 
minds of people, numbers were 
under deep impressions, ang 
not far from twenty obtained a 
hope that they experienced re. 
ligion. More than a dozen of 
these converts have since united 
with the church, and nothing in 
particular appears to their dis. 
advantage. Since that time, 
there have been a few hopeful 
conversions, and several who 
have been exercised with great 
doubts about their state, have 
lately enjoyed more comfortable 
views concerning their religion, 
“© Since my knowledge of this 
place, (which is now fifteen 
years) God has seemed to ap- 
pear for individuals. A few al- 
most every year have obtained 
a hope of their good estate, and 
excepting one, some have been 
added to the church : but appa- 
rently many have been called, 
when but few have been chosen. 
Many have walked, and are still 
walking, the broad road to de- 
struction. I designed to be 
general and shall not enlarge. | 
wish, sit, for your prayers, and 
that asa people, we may be 
thought of in your more solemn 
moments. 
“ ] amy ! 
“ Rey. and dear Sir, 


> 
6 ee, 


ror 


FROM THE GEORGIA ANALYTIC: 
AL REPOSITORY. 


REV. SIR, 
ITTLE did I once think of 
L ever addressing you wit 
respect in your public character. 








1309. ] 


1 was as much confirmed in de- 
jstical sentiments as perhaps any 
man in the world, and believed 
that all the prophets were liars, 
Jesus of Nazareth an impostor, 
his apostles, ministers, and fol- 
lowers either fools or knaves, 
and the bible a book of absurd 
falsehoods. Yes, in the fuce of 
all evidence, and against reason | 
this was my creed. 

My parents gave me a mode- 
rate education, and ata time of 
life when the mind is mast likely 


to receive and retainimpressions, : 


I entered into the American ar- 
my, where {imbibed very perni- 
cious principles, and advanced 
from bad to werse by almost im- 
perceptible degrees, till I met 
with Paine’s Age of Reason.— 
This book being exactly suited 
to my taste, speaking the lan- 
guage of my heart, and satisfy- 
ing all my desires, I mounted at 
once upon its authority, superi- 
or to every restraint and distin- 
guished myself as one of the 
most open, daring and blasphe- 
mous infidels of the age. I pre- 
vented my wife, who was pious- 
ly inclined, and every other per- 
son over whom I had sufficient 
influence from, entering any 
place of religious worship.— 
All professors, and especially 
ministers of the Christian reli- 
gion, I loaded in the most public 
manner with horrid impreca- 
tions. You sir, whora I now ad- 
dress with pleasure as my ines- 
timable friend, shared in these 
causeless reproaches. I went 
several times out of curiosity to 


hear you preach, and read some 


of your late publications, but 
considered you an artful hypo- 
Crite, threatened to confute you 
before the faces of your triends. 
aad seriously meditated a s¥s- 
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tem of opposition to your mea- 
sures. 

Under these circumstances, 
an old acquaintance of mine who 
had become, and continues, a 
warm friend of yours, requested 
me to go with him to one of 
your lectures. I refused, but he 
insisted upon my going, and was 
pleas’d to say in the course of 
| our conversation, “ I know I am 
not able to argue with you, but 
will you permit me to ask you 
one or two questions and return 
me candid answers?” I replied, 
by all means. He then said, 
“ Are you sure that all Chris- 
lians are wrong, and that you 
are right ?” I paus’d, and struck 
with the mystery and immensi- 
ty of the works of creation, I 
was constrained to say, no. 
‘“ Well,” he continued, * have 
you ever earnestly prayed to 
that Godin whom you profess 
to believe, to shew you whether 
you are right or wrong in your 
opposition to Jesus Christ ?", 
Knowing that [| never had, I 
again returned aa auswer in the 
negative. He then advised me 
to pray to God to satisfy me on 
this important question, and the 
reasonableness of his advice 
was so evident, that as we were 
alone, I fell immediately on my 
knees, and prayed for light in 
the controversy I had with Chris- 
tians. I then went to your lec- 
ture, Jistened attentively, and 
felt some desire to hear without 
prejudice. After this I deter- 
mined toexamine the points to 
the best of my abilities, with con- 
stant prayer to God to strength- 
en my powers, and direct to the 
proper issue. 

At this stage of the investga- 


‘ion, my business call’d me pe 


ad oalt 


distance from the city 
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516 Conversion of an Infidel. 


public ordinances of religion. 
A little attention to Christianity 
soon convinced me, as it did 
Rousseau, that the arguments in 
its favor are unanswerable. As 
I saw plainly this religion could 
not be proved false, the unavoid- 
able conclusion, it may therefore 
be true, rushed on my mind 
with resistless force. Beset with 
passions, prejudices, and diffi- 
culties, I began to find I was a 
weak sinful creature, and with 
some enlargement and fervor I 
continued to pray for light in 
divine and eternal things. My 
distress became and remained so 
ereat for several weeks, that | 
slept very little—lost all relish 
for society, and what food I took 
was more from principle than 
inclination. Yet my health was 
not much impaired, and I per- 
formed my usual business. My 
views of sin, and consequently 
of my own state and character 
were materially altered, and ev- 
ery thing I read and heard, even 
the conversation of my wife and 
infant son seemed to reprove 
me. In short, I was made to 
see that divine justice was arm- 
ed against me, and to feel my 
need of a Mediator and Saviour. 
It now became my ardent desire 
that the scriptures might prove 
true, for I saw no way but the 


-one which they unfold, in which 


I could approach an infinitely 
just and holy God. My mind 
was still involved in the most 
awful darkness, and under the 
pain of dreadful uncertainty what 
would be the issue of this dis- 
tress, 

But when ready to sink in des- 
pair, with unexpected and sur- 
prising mercy, the God of all 
grace was pleas’d to visit my 


soul. At a late hour of the 





[ Ave, 


night engaged in meditation and 
prayer I was enabled to look on 


a crucified Saviour, with such 
emotions as rendered it difficult 
for me to determine whether my 
eyes or my faith gazed on the 
glorious object before me. | 
beheld him whom I had Pierced, 
and while I mourned, cried out 
with Thomas, *“* My Lord and 
my God.” T acknowledged and 
adored, and now most cordially 
acknowledge and adore Jesus 
Christ, in his mediatorial charac- 
ter, as my complete and onlySav- 
iour. How long I was wrapped 
in this ecstacy, or so profoundly 
exercised on these sacred myste- 
ries, Iam unable accurately to 
cletermine, probably, at least, one 
hour. 

Thus a gracious God was 
pleas’d to convince me a most 
blind, daring sinner, of the truth 
of the scriptures and of the di- 
vinity of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
in whom, as the only and Al- 
mighty Saviour of lost sinners, 
I now as firmly believe as in my 
own existence, and I trust my 
aim is now to glorify him, in 
associating with his people, and 
walking in his ordinances. His 
service is perfect freedom, and 
I stand in astonishment at my 
late blindness and delirium, 4s 
well as at the almost singular 
display of grace by which I have 
found peace with God, and such 
joy as an infidel will never be- 
lieve is experienced in the pre- 
sent state. I have had some hard 
conflicts with a tempter whose 
existence I lately denied, and be- 
gin to be acquainted with his 
devices. ‘ 

My old deistical companion’; 
most of whom I looked down 
upon as pigmies in deism, will 
probably think me deranged, bes 
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cause I have embraced the 
Christian religion, but if they 
yill act with candor and sinceri- 
yin search of truth, they too 
will become Christians. I have 
often been told, and am now per- 
syaded, that it is not for want of 
evidence that men reject Christ. 
There is sufficient proof, were 
‘t attended to with an honest 
heagt, that he is the Son of God. 

{ would just remark that no 
Christian, who was not precise- 
lyin my state, can reasonably 
think it strange that he was not 
dealt with, as God has been 
pleas’'d to deal with me. Among 
those as far advanced in infidel- 
ity asl was, if any such mon- 
sters exist, it will bea miracle 
of mercy if one of them, 
should in any way, or by any 
means escape damnation. 

For the injustice I have done 
you, my dear sir, I know you 
would not permit me toask your 
pardon, since God, I hope, has 
forgiven me my numerous and 
enormous sins. Your zeal and 
activity in doing good, which 
once excited may resentment, 
and provoked my opposition, 
while they command my cordial 
approbation, engage me con- 
stantly and fervently to pray that 
God would abundantly strength- 
ef. you in his most glorious 
use. ~ PHILOMATH. 


Memento to the middle aged, taken 
Srom the loose franers of one, 
who, at forty-five, was sudden- 
ly removed by death, from the 
busy prospects of life. 


STRANGE thought has 
followed me this afternoon. 
1 passing through the streets 








of the town, engaged in busi- 
ness, on every meeting with an 
old acquaintance, this thought 
occurred, “ Am I elder or more 
young than this man ?” For the 
afternoon, I reflected on the en- 
quiry as one of curiosity. In 
conversation with my wife, in 
the evening, the circumstance 
was relatedto her. She instant- 
ly replied, “ Are you insensible, 
we draw near In age to those 
who are called old people {” It 
was the first.time, through my 
whole life, that the thought ever 
occurred, of course it was re- 
pulsed. But in our subse- 
quent discourse, reviewing seve- 
ral streets, with which we were 
both acquainted, and counting 
up the catalogue of our vouth- 
ful companions, [ became aston- 
ished at the number who sleep 
in the grave! Still Iam left. [ 
was more astonished in count- 
ing up the ages In my own fam- 
ily, and finding myself the pa- 
rent of several, who are not un- 
known inthe young and polite 
circle.—The next day, resuming: 
my business with many people, 
the same thought returned, 
+ Art thou elder or more youne 
than this man !” with an addi- 
tion to the enquiry, “ Art thou 
ready to meet death, by which 
so many of thy youthful com- 
panions have been removed ?” 
An incessant return of these 
questions has almost disqualified 
me for business; for, indeed, 
[ have never thought of death 
untilnow. It surprises me that 
I have been so inconsiderate — 
Where were my reflections, 
when bearing on my own shou'!- 
ders to the grave, the play-mates 
of my childhood, and two of my 
early companions in business.— 
If asense of death and its con- 








fi 
4G 








w adien > 


Meat 

= 

< 

saan 

a 

- 20h am “len 
ene eS 

Seiden sinensis ae 


a 

eee Ow PR 
a erica 
wt. Meat 


x : 


ee, a 
ye , 


~ 


SSemagen. 
wc 
wr 
Ee ee = 


ae lw 
wy 


=e w. 
WS 


a Sie Sache aS ARs i APES a et Ss 
bh Bios i TOR AOE Se, 2 ee 5549 








1m 
= 


PSE on wearin act ene “ 
~ 4 / ‘ 
aa tn Nong ap es ae « 
ba ee 








sequences, must be so early 
crowded upon me, I must bid | 
adieu to several schemes of gain, 
on which I have long meditated, 
and was now preparing to exe- 
cute : I must join my testimo- 
ny to a description of human 
life, which was always disagree- 
able tome, ‘ Vanity of vanities, 
allis vanity and vexation of spi- 
Tit.”——_—eT hus far the fragment. 


REMARKS. 

On no subject are men more 
generally deceived than their 
own progress in life. Those 
already departed can no longer 
bear a testimony for its brevity. 
A love of life entices men to 
think, to-morrow will be as this 
day, I shall live to pursue my 
interest and gain. 

The child, with eager haste, 
passes into the scenes of youth, 
rejoicing in the flight of time, 
that he may act ina more im- 
portant state: The youth, en- 
chanted with the prospects of 
the world, hurries forward to 
the more interesting employ- 
ments, interests and honors of 
mid-life: If not prevented by 
a premature death, the bustle of 
activity speedily takes hold of 
the heelofoldage. But surely, 
it is said, these pains cannot be 
the warning of age in its ad- 
vance ! No! They are acold, a 
sprain, a rheumatism, or some- 
thing accidental. Thus the man 
goes on, Cleaving to life, think- 
ing he is young, death at a dis- 
tance, and another world far of, 
until the palsied limb obliges 
him to bid farewell to the world. 

In this progress of insensibil- 
ity, the greatest part of mankind 
arefound. A love of life, and a 
dread of death is common to all 
men. Of the poor, it may be 


318 Connecticut Bible Society. oo 





said, by way of excuse, they are 
impelled by certain circumstap. 
ceg to constant worldly Care ; of 
the ignorant, they know no bet. 
ter: But what shall be said of 
the rich and intelligent ; of the 
reverend Prelate, and learned 
Judge, who are still officious to’ 
grasp greater honors and more 
lucrative employments ? All we 
Gan say, is, they are insensible 


of their approach to death— 


This is so common an eyjj 
among men, that no one hatha 
right to receive these remarks as 
a reflection on himself. 


MF Ee: 


At a Meeting of the Directing 
Committee of the Connecticut 
Bible Society, July 3,- 1869, 


Voted, That a committee of 
| Accounts, to consist of three 
persons, and an Auditor be chos- 
en to continue in office, until the 
first meeting of the Directing 
Committee, after the next an- 
nual meeting of the Society. 
Voted, That all accounts 
against the Society shall be hi 
quidated by the Committee of 
Accounts, who shall draw or 
ders on the Treasurer for the 
payment of the same, which ol 
ders shail be registered by the 
Auditor, and endorsed as being 
so registered, before they shell 
be paid by the Treasurer. And 
all liquidated accounts, on which 
orders on the Treasurer ae 
drawn, shall be kept on file 2 
the office of the Auditor. 
Voted, That on the annual au: 
dit of the Treasurer’s account 
the orders which shall have 
been drawn on him by the Com 
mittee of Accounts, endorse’ 
by the Auditor as duly pegisie 
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ed, and paid by the 47% 
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chall be lodged with the Audi- 
tor, together with duplicates of 
the receipts given by the Treas- 
grer for all monies paid to him. 

Ichabod L. Skinner, Esq. the 
Rev. Abel Flint, and Mr. Henry 
Hudson were chosen Committee 
of Accounts. 

Mr. Henry Hudson was chos- 
en Auditor. 

Voted, That of the money ac- 
cruing to the Society from the 
subscriptions of members for 
life. thirty dollars, for each 
member, be appropriated to the 
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establishment of a permanent 
fund; the interest of which to 
be applied to the uses of the 
Society. : 

Voted, That Ichabod L. Skin- 
ner, Esq.and Samuel] Pitkin, Esq. 
together with the Treasurer of 
the Society be a Committee to 
superintend the permanent fund, 
for the year ensuing, to loan it on 
such principles, on such secu- 
rities, and forsuch terms of time, 
as they shall judge best. 

A true copy, certified by 

ABEL FLINT, Clerk, 


pt 


POETRY. 


Ode on Hell. 


GULPH of Despair ! Abyss of wo profound ! 


Vast prison-house of crime 


polluted breath, 


Whose rugged caverns with redoubled sound, 
Return the peace-destroying shrieks of death ; 
Ope to the world thy never dying fires, 
And check the lawless lusts and hot desires, 
The earnests of a seat if thine abode, 
Of wrath unmixed, and the curse of Gop. 
Liquid fires, the sons of night, 
In one common ruin whelm, 
In malignant sombrous light, 
Reign the horrors of thy realm. 


Receptacle of Fiends! whose hollow walls, 
Re-echo far the notes of deep despair, 
Whose ghostly scenes the stoutest heart appals, 
Groaning unpitied on th’ empoison’d air. 
Sweltering in death, nought still their souls engage, 
But the full licence of a glutless rage : 

Yet to thy murky vaults this rage confin’d, 
Each foe to each, in misery only join’d. 
Gorgon terrors on thee wait, 
See the screaming spectres rear, 
Frantic, hissing, fir’d with hate, 
Gleaming with the torches glare. 
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Infernal discord’s Empire ! hideous seat, 
Of endless jarring, and confusion dire, 
Restless suspicion, perfidy, deceit, 
Corroding envy, and vindictive ire. 

No soft emotion glancing on the breast, 
Without distraction, and within distress’d, 
Nor from the desolation stretching wide, 
One friend to pity, or one rock to hide. 
Mingled shouts and groans arise, 
With affright convuls’d the train, 
Haggard cheeks and blood-shot eyes, 
Swell the horrors of the scene. 


Ocean of Passion ! whose sulphureous flood, 
Swells all thy mariners with quenchless thirst, 
2emorse still adding fever to the blood, 
And lust insatiate, craving food for lust. 
Devouring monster ! gnashing on thy prey, 
With fangs more cruel at thy grim survey, 
Of spirits scap’d thy jaws, securely free, 
From thy dominion, monster, and from thec. 
See the maddened eye-balls roll, 
Envious at the heavenly throng, 
Bite his chains each vengeful soul, 
Darting forked fire each tongue. 


Realm of eternal Night! scarce unappali’d, 
Tho’ hid in Christ, that throng on thee look down, 


Ave, 


oe i When memory faithful, shall have once recall’d, 
hag ‘The love once spurn’d, the grace and proffered crown. 
, F When sense and reason join to point the dart, 
me And conscience hurls it to thine inmost heart, 
eo an The hope of future hope, shall yield its breath, 
es aaa And life exhaustless measure out the death. 
3 eo lh Fancy bold attempts no more 
- i q Images of thy despair, 
oe ea te Only faithless souls explore, 
Th, : a3 Only know its depth or dare. 
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